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Common Law, Natural Law & Classical Liberalism 

 

The legal traditions of Britain can be traced back to the ancient Laws of Moelmud 

[or Mulumucius, Cambria, 441 B.C.]. In A.D. 887-893, King Alfred [Ælfred] organized 

the legal code of England in his Dooms Book [Doms bok]. The Dooms Book was his 

book of judgments. Before King Alfred drew up his “deemings,” he consulted with 

advisers throughout his kingdom. [Alfred reigned A.D. 871-901; silver penny below.] 

 

           

 

King Alfred included laws from the Celts [Queen Martia Prova, Celto-Brythonic Law], 
the Danes, and previous Christian Saxon kingdoms [King Aethelbehrt, Kent; King Ina, 

Wessex; King Offa, Mercia]. By combining ancient legal precedents with the common 
customs of his realm, Alfred developed a uniform legal system that was in 
harmony with the Mosaic Pentateuch. The Anglo-Saxon “common laws” were 
consistent with Scripture (with legal references to verses in the Wessex Gospels). 

 
Alfred the Lawgiver stressed the importance of keeping contracts [the 

sacredness of oaths]; the principle of mercy [replacing most physical punishments 

with fines]; innocent until proven guilty [requiring a writ of habeas corpus]; trial 
by jury; private property rights; the right to vote and to move freely; and 
the right to bear arms. He emphasized legal principles which favored the 
individual: Judge not one judgment for the rich and another for the poor 
[equal rights, equal taxation]; and Do as ye would be done by [the Golden Rule]. 
 

The scholarly king encouraged literacy by translating laws and books into the 
West Saxon dialect [Ænglisc paralleled ancient Greek]. By translating Latin into Olde 
English, Alfred created the “King’s English.” The Shepherd of the English united 
the Anglo-Saxons through common language and common laws. The result was a 
common English identity. 
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“Alfred found learning dead and he restored it… The laws powerless, and he gave them force… 

Alfred’s name will live as long as mankind shall respect the past.” [orthodoxengland.org.uk] 

 

About the year 1235 –just after Magna Carta– Henri de Bracton thoroughly 

organized England’s system of laws [On the Laws and Customs of England]. For the 

next five hundred years, his monumental work was the premier reference-work 

for British Common Law. Bracton based the entire system of justice [the penal code, 

laws for real property] on the Ten Commandments. The Father of Common Law 

believed all laws must end in and lead to the will of God [the “Natural Law”]. 

 

Henry Bracton had been a Rector, an Archdeacon, and the Chancellor of Exeter 

Cathedral. In those days, that was typical for the legal profession. Lawyers 

were clerics, departments of government were ministries, and state officials were 

called ministers. In 1,268, Lord Bracton declared that the king himself was 

subject to the Natural Law and the Common Law: “Sub Deo et Lege” [everyone is 

“Under God and Law”]. The great lawyer’s famous Latin phrase was carved above 

the door at Harvard College, Cambridge.  
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The great liberal Sir Edward Coke contended with 
Kings James I and King Charles I over the principle: 
‘Even a king is under God and law’ [the king has no 

royal prerogative]. Coke was the arch-rival of Francis 
Bacon [who believed the King was above the law; legibus 

solutus]. Coke coined the phrase: ‘The…house of an 
Englishman is to him as his castle.’ His reports and 
commentaries on private property rights, Common 
Law, and individual liberty instructed and inspired 
freedom-fighters in England and America [Reports 
(Butterworth, London, 1826); Institutes of the Lawes of 
England; Coke/Lyttleton, 1600-1634].  

 

Lord Chief Justice Sir Edward Coke encouraged Common Law judges to do 

justice without fear. He said judges can be assured of three things if they rule 

justly: God will give you his blessing; you shall have the favourable kindness of 

the Almighty; and God will defend you as with a shield. [Cato Institute, below.] 

 
The “Common Law” [including Statute, Custom, and Common Law] applies to 
everyone. The fundamental principles and precedents of Common Law are above 
the Parliament and independent of kings: No one can be charged for offenses 
unknown to the law; there can be no unwarranted search/ seizure; people are 
entitled to trial by a jury of equals; we have propriety in our property and goods; 
and each individual has personal liberty. [Jim Powell, the Cato Institute, “Edward 
Coke: Common Law Protection for Liberty,” Nov. 1, 1997, FEE.] 

 
During the 167 years prior to independence from England, the Pilgrims and 
settlers in the American Colonies developed their legal system from the Common 
Law and the Bible [the Pentateuch recorded by Moses]. Long before the American 
Revolution, influential leaders in the American Colonies learned the principles of 
Common Law from Sir Edward Coke and British philosopher John Locke.  
 

                  Dr. John Locke, Father of Classical Liberalism. 

Locke’s revolutionary ideas were published in a London newspaper publication 

called “Cato’s Letters.”  Locke believed private property is essential for liberty; 

moral laws should also apply to the king; and the state exists to serve the people 

[not vice versa]. He wrote in favor of the separation of powers, and warned against 

debased money, artificial interest rates, and taxation without representation.   
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Sir William Blackstone, England’s pre-eminent 

legal authority, organized, analyzed, and 

explained the entire body of British Common 

Law between 1765 and 1769. His Commentaries 

on the Laws of England became the legal source-

book for the best minds in Britain and America 

(more copies were sold in America than in England). 

 

“THE LAW OF NATURE” from BLACKSTONE’S COMMENTARIES: 
“Man… must necessarily be subject to the laws of his creator… it is necessary 
that he should in all points conform to his maker’s will. This will of his maker is 
called the law of nature… This law of nature… dictated by God himself, is of 
course superior in obligation to any other. It is binding over all the globe, in all 
countries, and at all times: no human laws are of any validity, if contrary to 
this… The doctrines thus delivered we call the revealed or divine law, and they 
are to be found only in the holy scriptures."  
 
“These precepts… are… part of the original law of nature… The revealed law… is 
the law of nature expressly declared to be so by God himself… Upon these two 
foundations, the law of nature and the law of revelation, depend all human 
laws; that is to say, no human laws should be suffered to contradict these.” 
[William Blackstone, Commentaries on the Laws of England, Section the Second, “Of 
the Nature of Laws in General,” 1765-1769; BlackstoneInstitute.org link above.]   

 

In 1776, the Signers of Declaration of Independence declared a revolutionary 

approach to law when they attached their names to the charter of the Republic. 

The foundation of the government was laid on the legal principles embodied in a 

phrase borrowed from Blackstone – “the laws of nature and of nature’s God:”  

 
“WE hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights… 
to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them….” 
[Declaration of Independence, Philadelphia, 1776] 
 

NATURAL LAW PRINCIPLES: 

• The Creator is the Supreme Lawgiver and Judge of the World. 

• His will is the original Natural Law. 

• The Law of Nature is expressly revealed in Scripture. 

• Laws of Nature supersede civil laws. 

• The Natural Law is part of human nature. 

http://www.blackstoneinstitute.org/_oldsite/sirwilliamblackstone.html
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• The precepts of Natural Law are ethical, scientific, and universal. 

• No human law is valid unless it conforms to the Natural Law. 

The scholars and statesmen who shaped America’s new legal system gained their 
understanding of this Natural Law philosophy [Classical Liberalism] largely from 
Dr. John Locke, Baron de Montesquieu, and Sir William Blackstone. 

 
The Framers of the U.S. Constitution referred to William Blackstone more than 
any other English authority. His Commentaries on the Laws of England guided 
all seminal Supreme Court decisions. Chief Justice John Jay [1789-1795] cited 
Blackstone to win emancipation for slaves when he was New York governor [1799]. 
For more than thirty years, Chief Justice John Marshall [1801-1835] faithfully laid 
the foundation for Constitutional Law according to Blackstone’s Commentaries.  
 

THE FATHER OF AMERICAN JURISPRUDENCE 

Joseph Story was appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court [1811-1845] by James Madison, 
the “Father of the Constitution.”  Story was the founder of Harvard Law School and is 
called the “Father of American Jurisprudence.” In 1833, he wrote the three-volume 
Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States. Justice Story said:   

 
“One of the beautiful boasts of our municipal jurisprudence is that Christianity 
is a part of the Common Law… There never has been a period in which the 
Common Law did not recognize Christianity as lying at its foundations… I 
verily believe Christianity necessary to the support of civil society.”  [Justice 
Joseph Story, Life and Letters of Joseph Story, William W. Story, editor, Boston:  
Charles C. Little and James Brown; Vol. II, pp. 8, 92; 1851; via Wallbuilders.] 
 

 
 

Justice Story believed a civilized society and civil justice cannot exist without the 
Natural Law:  
 

“…religion, and morality are intimately connected with the well being of the 
state and indispensable to the administrations of civil justice… It is, indeed, 
difficult to conceive how any civilized society can well exist without them.”  
[Joseph Story, A Familiar Exposition of the Constitution of the United States (New York: 
Harper & Brothers, 1847), p. 260, §442; via Wallbuilders.] 
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                                                Dr. Joseph Warren, a “True Patriot”  
Joseph Warren [Harvard M.D.] was President of the Massachusetts Congress and a close 

friend of John Adams [participated in the Boston Tea Party Dec. 16, 1773]. He wrote essays 

under the name “A True Patriot.” His “Suffolk Resolves” laid the foundation for the 

Declaration of Independence. In 1774, Paul Revere delivered Warren’s document to the 

First Continental Congress in Philadelphia [“…the charter of the colony… is mutilated… the 

unalienable… inheritance, which we derived from nature… is totally wrecked, annulled….”].                                                                 

Dr. Warren was killed at the Battle of Bunker Hill [age 34, June 17, 1775, Siege of Boston].  
Not long before his death, he delivered the following oration to commemorate the 
Americans who had been slain by British soldiers at the 1770 Boston Massacre: 
 
“My ever honoured fellow citizens… personal freedom is the natural right of every man 
…But tyranny, when once established, entails its curses on a nation… The tools of power, 
in every age… justify the few in sporting with the happiness of the many…  
 
“Every man has a right to personal freedom… every attempt of theirs… to give or grant 
any part of our property, is directly repugnant to every principle of reason and natural 
justice… the American beholds the Briton… ready first to take away his property, and 
next… the liberty of his country…  
 
“An army was sent over to enforce submission… Martial law… It has always been 
considered as improper to quarter troops in populous cities… Standing armies always 
endanger the liberty of the subject… The people… considered the army as sent to enslave 
them… Our liberty must be preserved; it is far dearer than life… The man who meanly 
will submit to wear a shackle… affronts the God that made him free….  
 
“If charters are not deemed sacred, how miserably precarious is every thing founded 
upon them… Our country is in danger… Our enemies are numerous and powerful… On 
you depend the fortunes of America …the happiness and liberty of millions yet unborn. 
Act worthy of yourselves… …maintain your rights or perish… it appears that the only 
way to safety, is through fields of blood… until tyranny is trodden under foot….”  
 
Joseph Warren, Old South Church, Boston [March 6, 1775]. Warren County, Pennsylvania was 
named after Joseph Warren [1795]. The City of Warren, PA was named after the hero [1800]. 
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Ten Commandments: Essential Laws for 
Civilized Society 

 

“Natural Law” or “Classical Liberalism” is an entire system of logic based on the 

Ten Commandments. Natural Law made America a land of religious freedom for 

Protestants, Jews, Catholics, Deists, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and Agnostics. 

Today, the revolutionary philosophy of our forefathers is considered passé in our 

law schools. The Law of Nature is now anathema to the majority of academics: 

THE LAW OF NATURE: “Rule or conduct arising out of the natural relations of 
human beings established by the Creator, and existing prior to any positive 
precept….” [Noah Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language.] 

 

Now that Natural Law is no longer the over-arching philosophy of American 

jurisprudence, the legal terms used by our first lawmakers are unfamiliar. Their 

rich vocabulary is the key to understanding their profound system of logic.  

The Founders used interchangeable terms for the Ten Commandments: 

Commandments of Heaven, Mosaic Code, Moral Law, Sinaitic Covenant, 

Divine Commands, Natural Law, Decalogue [deca = 10], Law Given from 

Sinai, Eternal Rules of Order, and the Laws of Nature. 

                                                           
In the language of Classical Liberalism, “Natural Law” is a synonym for the 

“Moral Law” recorded by Moses in the first five books of the Bible [Pentateuch]. 

The Moral Law does NOT include the ceremonial, penal, dietary, or feast day 

laws of God’s covenant with ancient Israel [those laws were placed on the side of the Ark; 

Deuteronomy 31:26]. The Moral Law was kept inside of the Ark – for everyone. 

John Jay was the original Supreme Court Chief Justice appointed by 

George Washington [and an author of “The Federalist,” 1787-1788]. He wrote: 

“The moral, or natural law, was given by the Sovereign of the Universe to 

all mankind….” [Chief Justice John Jay, Letter to John Murray, April 15, 1818, 

William Jay, The Life of John Jay, volume II, p. 385, J & J Harper, New York, 1833.] 
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Dr. John Witherspoon was a Signer of the Declaration of Independence, a Signer 

of the Articles of Confederation, and the President of Princeton [College of New 

Jersey]. He explained that the principles of the Moral Law are summarized in the 

Ten Commandments: “The ten commandments… are the summary of the moral 

law….” [Dr. John Witherspoon, Feb. 21, 1762, Sermon XIX, Vol. V, p. 35.] Author and 

Signer Thomas Jefferson explained that the Moral Law is part of human nature: 

 

“Man has been subjected by his Creator to the moral law, of which his 
feelings, or conscience as it is sometimes called, are the evidence with 
which his Creator has furnished him.” [Thomas Jefferson, “Opinion on French 
Treaties,” 1793, vii, 613, ord ed., vi, 220; The Jeffersonian Cyclopedia, Funk & Wagnalls 
Co., Stationers’ Hall, London, England, 1900.] 

 

 
 

America’s Founding Fathers believed the Ten Commandments are a necessary 

legal foundation for civilization and essential for the existence of men and women 

in a civilized society. They said so in their writings. President John Quincy Adams 

served in four of the first five Administrations [as U.S. Secretary of State, Assistant to 

John Jay, the original Supreme Court Chief Justice, etc.]. Adams said many of the statutes 

have universal application in civil and municipal government: 

“The law given from Sinai was a civil and municipal as well as a moral 
and religious code, it contained many statutes… of universal application 
– laws essential to the existence of men in society, and most of which have 
been enacted by every nation, which ever professed any code of laws….” 
[President John Quincy Adams, 1848.*] 
  

James Wilson was a Signer of the Declaration of Independence, a Framer of the 
U.S. Constitution and of the Constitution of the State of Pennsylvania. He was an 
original Associate Justice of the Supreme Court and the first law professor of the 
College of Philadelphia [he was a founder of Penn’s law school]. Justice Wilson said: 
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“Human law must rest its authority ultimately upon the authority of that 
law which is divine… Far from being rivals or enemies, religion and law 
are twin sisters, friends, and mutual assistants. Indeed, these two sciences 
run into each other. The divine law… forms an essential part of both.” 
[Justice James Wilson, 1804**]  

 

                          DEVELOPMENT OF NATURAL LAW IN AMERICA  

Long before this system of logic was called “Natural Law,” the Pilgrims followed 

its general principles. Self-government began with the “Mayflower Compact:” 

“When, in 1620… for the first time in the world’s history, the philosophical 

fiction of a Social Compact, became the basis of their colony government.” *** 

 

The Pilgrims replaced the ‘divine rights of kings’ with ‘natural’ birthrights [private 

property, innocent until proven guilty, trial by jury of peers, written constitution, elections, 

equal rights, etc.]. Their law-books were the first five books of the Bible recorded by 

Moses [the Pentateuch]. Their criminal code was based on the general principles of 

the Ten Commandments. 

Although the King of England had granted charters for land to the Pilgrims, they 

did not believe property rights were the king’s to bestow or to take away. 

Governor William Bradford [Massachusetts], Rev. Roger Williams [Rhode Island], 

Rev. Thomas Hooker [Connecticut], and Governor William Penn [Pennsylvania] went 

directly to the local tribes and purchased title deeds for the properties at the 

prices set by the Indians. The settlers believed God would not bless New England 

if they disobeyed the Ten Commandments [Thou shalt not steal; Thou shalt not covet]. 

The American Colonists enjoyed independence and self-government for almost 

150 years. As the Colonies became prosperous, King George III became heavy-

handed. Martial Law replaced civil and religious liberty in America [from 1765]. 
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Patriotic scholars began to dream of independence as a result of the radical ideas 

of John Locke, Baron de Montesquieu, and Sir William Blackstone who believed 

human laws are not valid unless they conform to the general principles of the 

Law of Nature. Montesquieu, Blackstone, and Locke believed the original laws of 

God stand as superior, eternal rules for all people everywhere on earth: 

Baron de Montesquieu: “There are laws of nature” rooted in “the constitution of 
our being.” [Paul A. Rahe, “Montesquieu’s Natural Rights Constitutionalism;” 
Montesquieu, Natural Law, and Natural Right, the Witherspoon Institute, Princeton, 
New Jersey; Of the Spirit of Laws: De l’Esprit des Lois, 1748.] 

  
Sir William Blackstone: “This Law of Nature… dictated by God Himself, is of 
course superior in obligation to any other. It is binding over all the globe, in all 
countries, and at all times. No human laws are of any validity if contrary to 
…this original.” [William Blackstone, Commentaries on the Laws of England, Section 
the Second, “Of the Nature of Laws in General,” 1765-1769.] 
  
Dr. John Locke [Father of Classical Liberalism]: “Thus the Law of Nature stands as 
an eternal rule to all men… laws human must be made… without contradiction 
to any positive law of Scripture, otherwise they are ill made.”  [John Locke , 
London: A. Bettesworth, 1728, Book II, pp. 233, 234, Ch. XI.] 

 

Colonists who were loyal to the British Crown rejected the concept of ‘natural’ 

rights. However, the greatest political thinkers in America believed ‘civil’ rights -

granted and limited by the king- contradicted the Law of Nature. Founder 

Thomas Paine reminded loyalists that ‘monarchy…is a form of government 

which the Word of God bears testimony against’ [I Samuel 8; “Common Sense”]. 

 
British tyranny led to the Continental Congress at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
[Sept. 5, 1774 to July 1, 1776], and culminated in the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence. One phrase defined the legal foundation of the new Republic:  
“The Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God.” 
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With those eight words, Congress signified that legal authority would be based on 
the general principles of the Ten Commandments [the Laws of Nature]. The Signers 
declared to the world that God-given birthrights are not alienable. The charter 
proclaimed a “new government, laying its Foundation on such Principles.” John 
Adams [co-drafter of the Declaration] declared the immutability of Natural Law:  

 

 “The general principles on which the fathers achieved independence 
were… as eternal and immutable as the existence and attributes of God… 
those principles of liberty are as unalterable as human nature.” [John 
Adams, Works, Vol. X, pp. 45-46, from Adams’ letter to Thomas Jefferson, June 28, 
1813; via Wallbuilders.] 
 

After the Constitution was ratified and for the next 150 years, the Supreme Court 

relied on William Blackstone, citing his Commentaries in more than 1,000 cases. 

Dr. Oscar Straus, U.S. Secretary of Commerce and Labor, described Natural Law 

administered by America’s first lawmakers (according to Blackstone’s Commentaries):  

“They were not content even to administer justice by the civil or the 

common law, but regulated the punishment of crimes by the Pentateuch 

and in framing their criminal code every section cited the Biblical chapter 

and verse… In devising the plan of our government, the Founders not only 

drew their inspiration from first sources, but reverted to first principles, 

the ‘unalienable rights’ of man.” [Dr. Oscar S. Straus, 1908 “Introductory Essay,” 

Justice to the Jew, Madison Peters, Bloch Publishing Co., pp. 24, 25, New York, 1921; 

Pentateuch = first five law-books in Scripture penned by Moses.] 

In 1776, the Signers of the nation’s charter [Declaration of Independence] announced 
great principles of liberty to the world. People of every nationality and creed 
flocked to America’s shores for unalienable freedom.  

                                                
 
For about 150 years, the Natural Law philosophy was ‘main-stream’ in the halls of 
academia. That changed after “social studies” replaced the study of U.S. history. 
Today, most academic leaders accede to the Old World ideology our forefathers 

http://www.blackstoneinstitute.org/_oldsite/sirwilliamblackstone.html
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had rejected. Once the ideas of the Founding Founders disappeared from 
textbooks and the concept of God-given rights was erased from public memory, 
activist courts hostile to Natural Law were free to trample our unalienable rights. 
In violation of the First Amendment, the Supreme Court has been limiting the 
free exercise of religion and public religious expression:  

 In 1962, prayer was banned in public schools. 

 In 1963, after 320 years of Bible lessons in schools, the teaching of the 
Bible was banned. 

 In 1980, the Supreme Court banned the posting of the Ten 
Commandments in public schools. 

IN FACT, public schools were established in America so children could learn to 

read the Bible. Literacy laws were passed so children would not be incapable of 

reading the Word of God: The 1642 General School Laws of Massachusetts Bay 

Colony, 1647 Old Deluder Satan Act, 1648 Massachusetts School Laws, Code of 

1650, 1690 Connecticut Illiteracy Law, and the Northwest Ordinance in 1789. 

 

 

The New England Primer was the most famous textbook in America from 1690 

until the 20th Century. The schoolbook taught the Ten Commandments and 

Bible verses that began with each letter of the alphabet. For 150 years, America’s 

school-children learned Bible lessons from McGuffey Readers, Webster’s 1783 

Blue Backed Speller and his 1832 History of the United States. 

END NOTES 

 

* John Quincy Adams, Letters of John Quincy Adams to His Son, on the Bible and Its 

Teachings, Letter V, 1848; Vision Forum, Bulverde, Texas, 2000, pp. 44-49, (Derby, Miller and 

Company, New York, 1848; Auburn: James M. Alden, 1850, p. 61). 

** James Wilson, The Works of the Honourable James Wilson, Public Discourses upon 
Jurisprudence and the Political Science, “Of the General Principles of Law and Obligation,” 
James DeWitt Andrews, Chicago, Dec. 1895, (Philadelphia, 1804: Bird Wilson, p. 93; Bronson & 
Chauncey, Vol. I, p. 106). 
 
*** Gorham Palfrey, “Settlement of Cape Cod,” September 3, 1839, Discourse at Barnstable, 
Ferdinand Andrew, 1840, Boston; the document is at Wallbuilders.  
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Eternal Rules of Order Ordained by Heaven 
 

Today, the image below and many other representations of Moses and the Ten 

Commandments are featured at the Supreme Court of the United States. Why is 

Moses the central figure at the highest court in the land? America’s first 

lawmakers understood the key to liberty. To remind future generations, Moses 

and tablets of the Ten Commandments were etched in stone in Washington, D.C. 

  

      

Moses is the central figure carved on the front façade of the U.S. Supreme 

Court building above [Moses is in the center, holding the Ten Commandments]. A 

giant stone carving of Moses holding the “Two Tablets of the Law” is the 

central figure on the rear façade of the Supreme Court in Washington, D.C.  

Inside the United States Supreme Court 
 
• In the Chamber of the Supreme Court, above the head of the Chief Justice, is a 
marble frieze of Moses holding the Ten Commandments. 
 
• In the courtroom, there are two figures standing beside ten Roman numerals 
representing the Ten Commandments. 
 
• A statue of Moses and the Ten Commandments is in the gable apex. 
 
• Moses and the Ten Commandments are depicted in bronze latticework 
surrounding bar seating. 
 
• The Ten Commandments are carved into the bottom panel of the giant oak door 
separating the courtroom from the hallway. 
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• The “Two Tablets” of the Ten Commandments are engraved on the frame of 
bronze gates separating the courtroom from the aisle. 
 

In the Chamber of the United States House of Representatives, Moses looks 

directly at the Speaker of the House. The symbolism is obvious. Moses oversees 

the proceedings of United States lawmakers because the Ten Commandments [the 

“Laws of Nature”] were the foundation of the legal system of the United States. 

 
 

Moses is centered full-face on the top of the wall in the U.S. House Chamber. 

Around the wall, smaller images of famous lawmakers are shown in–profile.  
                                           
                                 State Courthouses – Government Buildings  
Throughout the fifty States, in government buildings and state courthouses, there 
are (or once were) hundreds of displays of the Ten Commandments similar to those at 
the U.S. Supreme Court. For more than three hundred years, the Ten Commandments 
hung on the wall behind every judge in the land. 

 
                                                U.S. Attorney General  
A full-scale model of Moses holding The Interpretation of Law [Tablets of the Ten 

Commandments] is located on the floor of the office of the Attorney General. 
 

                                                   National Archives   
A bronze representation of the Ten Commandments is embedded in the entryway 
of the National Archives. 
 
                                                  Library of Congress   
In the Library of Congress, a bronze statue of Moses is in the main Reading 
Room; and a statue of Moses holding the Ten Commandments is prominent in 
the rotunda. Eighteen Bibles [including the Giant Bible of Mainz and the Gutenberg Bible] 

are on permanent display in the Great Hall; Bible verses are etched on the walls. 
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In George Washington’s First Inaugural Address [1789],  
he said national policy would be laid on the eternal principles 
ordained by Heaven so God would bless America:  
 

“…the propitious smiles of Heaven can never be  
expected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules  
of order and right which Heaven itself has ordained.” * 
 

John Adams was elected [1797] during France’s bloody Reign of Terror.  
France had rejected the Ten Commandments as its legal authority. Adams 
explained why the eternal rules of order are essential for a civilized society: 

 
 
“The moment the idea is admitted into society,  
that property is not as sacred as the laws of God,  
and that there is not a force of law and public  
justice to protect it, anarchy and tyranny commence.  
 
“If ‘Thou shalt not covet’ and ‘Thou shalt not steal,’  
were not commandments of Heaven, they must be  
made inviolable precepts in every society, before  
it can be civilized or made free.” ** 
 

 

Thomas Jefferson’s warning [1787] is carved in stone at the Jefferson Memorial:  
 
 

“God who gave us life —  
gave us liberty. Can the  
liberties of a nation be  
secure when we have  
removed their only firm 
basis, a conviction in  
the minds of the people  
that these liberties are  
the gift of God?” *** 

 
 
* First President George Washington, First Inaugural Address, April 30, 1789.  
** Second President John Adams, The Works of John Adams, Charles Francis Adams, editor 
(Boston: Charles C. Little & James Brown, 1851), Vol. VI, p. 9, via Wallbuilders. 
*** Third President Thomas Jefferson, The Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve Volumes, Fed. 
Ed., Paul Leicester Ford, ed., New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1904, Volume 5, pp. 324-327; from 
Jefferson’s Letter to his nephew Peter Carr from Paris, France, Aug. 10, 1787, Query XIII; 
Jefferson Memorial, Washington, D.C., Panel Three. 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 

 

“And God spake all these words, saying, I AM the LORD thy God… And he gave unto 

Moses… two tables of stone …What things soever I command you, observe to do it: 

Thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it.” [Deuteronomy V, 12:32; Exodus 20.] 

 

 

I. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. [cf. Matthew 4:10] 

 

II. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing 

that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 

the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them. [cf. I John 5:21; 

Acts 17:29] 

 

III. Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain, for the LORD will 

not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. [cf. I Timothy 6:1] 

 

IV. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy… For in six days the LORD made 

heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day…. [cf. 

Mark 2:27; Hebrews 4:4] 

 

V. Honour thy father and they mother; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it 

may go well with thee. [cf. Matthew 19:19] 

 

VI. Thou shalt not kill [murder is defined; cf. James 2:11] 

 

VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery. [cf. Matthew 19:18] 

 

VIII. Thou shalt not steal. [cf. Romans 13:9] 

 

IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. [cf. Romans 13:9] 

 

X. Thou shalt not covet… any thing that is thy neighbor’s. [cf. Romans 7:7] 

 
“It is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.” [Luke 16:17] 

 “All his commandments are sure. They stand fast for ever and ever….” [Psalm 111:7, 8] 
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The Revolutionary American 
Dream of 1776 

 

In 1776, British subjects in thirteen American Colonies asked 

the revolutionary question: Who gives us our rights — God, 

or that tyrant King George III?  The Colonists believed 

individual rights are God-given, not government-given.                                  

However, if you believe your rights are granted to you by government, you are in 

the majority. Most people in the world live under Civil Law. Under this system of 

justice, human rights are civil rights, granted by the state. Civil rights are subject 

to the arbitrary limitations determined by the ruling government’s civil laws.  

                              THE SPIRIT OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

In 1776, the American Dream was the revolutionary idea that individual rights do 

not come from government. That dream of liberty sparked a revolution unlike 

any other: “…the Leaders of the Revolution… accomplished a revolution which 

has no parallel in the annals of human society.” [James Madison, The Federalist #14] 

 

The year the Continental Congress declared the United Colonies of America were 

free and independent, a committee was appointed to create the design for the 

Great Seal of the United States [1776]. Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson 

chose to commemorate Israel’s “Exodus” from Egypt. Jefferson portrayed the 

pillar of fire leading Israel through the wilderness. Franklin portrayed the tyrant 

Pharaoh and his Egyptian army drowning in the sea, with Moses standing on the 

shore. Both men said the pillar of fire represented God’s command:* 

                                
Benjamin Franklin’s motto captured the spirit of the American Revolution: 
“Rebellion to tyrants is obedience to God.” Jefferson purchased the motto, 
and used it in his personal seal and on the gate to his Monticello graveyard. 
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INDIVIDUALISM IS REVOLUTIONARY. 

 COLLECTIVISM IS AN OLD WORLD IDEA. 

In the annals of history, individual liberty and private property rights have been 

extremely rare – and always subject to removal at the whim of a despotic ruler or 

collectivist government. History is an endless record of tyrants whose subjects 

were subjugated by force: commissars, emperors, führers, kaisers, tzars, cæsars, 

kings, queens, caliphs, shahs, and pharaohs. All of the sovereigns usurped divine 

rights; many of them actually called themselves gods and were worshiped. 

 

 
 

With only two exceptions, authorities have always assumed divine rights or 

absolute power, and then granted ‘civil’ rights to their citizens. When the 

Declaration of Independence was signed, it was only the second time in all of 

history that a nation’s laws acknowledged that all rights are given to us by God. 

The only other time rights were not granted to the people by a ruling power 

[pharaoh, king] was almost 3,000 years before the American Revolution. 

     

                                                   THE ANCIENT REPUBLIC 

Israel was governed by judges as a Republic after Moses led the “Exodus” from 

Egypt. The central government was divided into three branches [Moses, judges, 

elders; cf. Isaiah 33:22]; the separation of powers was outlined in their written 

constitution. According to Scripture chronology [between 1,450 and 1095 B.C.], the 

source of governmental authority in Israel was the consent of the governed. 



Things You Probably Didn’t Learn in School about History & Law  © June 2017 by Denise Rhyne 

Website:  http://www.YouShouldBuyGold.com/ Contact: deniserhyne2013@gmail.com                        20 
 

Before kings ruled Israel, the people could petition the government for redress of 

grievances via ‘local, state, and federal’ representatives [Exodus 18:21]. Men and 

women had private property rights, inheritance rights, and the right to trial by 

jury [innocent until proven guilty]. Capital crimes required the testimony of two 

witnesses. The Ten Commandments were the judicial laws of the commonwealth. 

Was the unusual form of government adopted by America’s Founding 

Fathers modeled after the ancient Republic established by Moses? 

 

About a year before America declared independence from Great Britain, an 

oration by Dr. Samuel Langdon to the Congress in Massachusetts had a profound 

influence on the intellectual leaders throughout the American Colonies. The 

President of Harvard College believed the form of government outlined in the 

law-books penned by Moses [Pentateuch] was an ideal model for the United States.  

 

 

 

On May 31, 1775, Dr. Langdon proposed an American Republic to the Congress at 

Massachusetts Bay. Afterwards, Dr. Langdon’s election sermon was delivered to 

every minister in the thirteen Colonies: 

 
“Every nation has a right to set up over itself any form of government 
which to it may appear most conducive to its common welfare. The civil 
polity of Israel is doubtless an excellent model… The Government… if 
considered merely in a civil view, was a perfect Republic….”** 

 
The Harvard President was a ratifier of the U.S. Constitution. Samuel Langdon’s 
address to the New Hampshire Constitutional Convention [June 5, 1788] was 
entitled “The Republic of the Israelites, an Example to the American States.” ** 

 
Dr. Ezra Stiles, President of Yale College, was an esteemed friend to Thomas 
Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin. In 1783, he delivered an over-view of “the great 
American revolution” to the General Assembly of the State of Connecticut. In the 
discourse, he referred to the United States as “God’s American Israel,” and called 
the British King “Pharaoh” and George Washington “an American Joshua.”  
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[Dr. Ezra Stiles, Address to the General Assembly of the State of Connecticut, “The United 
States Elevated to Glory and Honour,” Hartford, Connecticut, May 8, 1783.**] 

 

  

The eminent President of Yale said the Founders had established the most perfect 
form of government in America:  
 

“All the forms of civil polity have been tried by mankind, except one: and 
that seems to have been reserved in Providence to be realized in 
America….” [Dr. Ezra Stiles, Address to the General Assembly of the State of 
Connecticut, May 8, 1783.**]  
 

 

The American Colonies fought for independence from England because King 

George III had violated their ‘natural’ rights [they listed more than twenty violations]. 

When Congress enacted the Declaration of Independence, “the laws of nature 

and of nature’s God” became the law of the land.*** According to John Adams 

[who helped write the Declaration] our God-given ‘natural’ rights are: 
 
“…antecedent to all earthly government; rights that cannot be repealed or 
restrained by human laws; rights derived from the great Legislator of the 
universe.” [John Adams, Boston Gazette, August 12, 1765; John Adams, The Works of 
John Adams, 449 (Charles Francis Adams, ed. Boston: Charles C. Little & James Brown, 
1851): Adams’ 1765 Dissertation; via Wallbuilders.] 
 

The legal foundation of the new nation was laid on inviolable principles: 
• Each individual is born with rights to life, liberty and private property.**** 
• Government may not infringe on these ‘natural’ unalienable birthrights. 
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                                              THE GREAT EXPERIMENT             

The Founders committed “their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor” to 

establish a Republic based on “the Laws of Nature.” The distinguished body of 

intellectuals adopted a model of government that had not been tried in 3,000 

years!  The Republic of the United States of America was the great “experiment” 

[Alexis de Tocqueville, 1851; the original translated version published by A.S. Barnes is on-line] 

 

In his Inaugural Address, Thomas Jefferson referred to the guiding principles of 

the Republic and to ancient Israel, the prototype for America’s forefathers: 
 

“I shall now enter on the duties to which my fellow-citizens have again 

called me… in the spirit of those principles which they have approved… I 

shall need… the favor of that Being in whose hands we are, who led our 

fathers, as Israel of old….”  [President Thomas Jefferson, Second Inaugural 

Address, March 4, 1805.] 

 

Thomas Jefferson said government has but one purpose: “to declare and 
enforce only our natural rights and duties and to take none of them from 
us.” [Thomas Jefferson, Memoir, Correspondence, and Miscellanies, 278 (Randolph, 
ed., Boston: Gray and Bowen, 1830; June 7, 1816 to Francis Gilmer); via Wallbuilders.] 
 

Americans once enjoyed maximum liberty. Today, Congress is legislating away 

our ‘natural’ rights [unwarranted searches, suspension of habeas corpus, spying, etc.]. 

“But fix well in your minds, what were the principles first proclaimed by 

your forefathers, as the only foundation of lawful government upon the 

earth… the People are the source of all lawful authority upon the earth….”  

[Oration by President John Quincy Adams, July 4, 1837, printed by Morse & Brewster, 

Newburyport Herald Office; via Wallbuilders.] 

http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=hvd.32044051720316;view=1up;seq=17
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END NOTES 
 
“The Federalist Papers - Hamilton, Madison, Jay;” a Mentor Book edited by Clinton 
Rossitter, published by the Penguin Group, © 1961 N.A.L. Penguin Inc., New York. 

 
* John Adams to Abigail Adams, Aug. 14, 1776, Adams Family Correspondence 
(Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap, 1963), 2:96; “Rays from a Pillar of Fire in the Clouds, 
reaching to Moses, to express that he acts by Command of the Deity” quoted in The 
Papers of Thomas Jefferson, Monticello.org 1:494, note-2. 
 
** Dr. Samuel Langdon’s election sermon to Congress at Massachusetts Bay, May 31, 
1775, from Justice to the Jew, Madison Peters, Bloch Publishing Company, New York, 
pp. 5-15, 1921.  Samuel Langdon’s second oration entitled “The Republic of the 
Israelites, an Example to the American States,” Concord, New Hampshire, June 5, 
1788, and Dr. Ezra Stiles’s address to the General Assembly of the State of Connecticut 
entitled “The United States Elevated to Glory and Honour,” Hartford, Connecticut, May 
8, 1783, are from a manuscript by Oscar S. Strauss entitled “The Origin of the 
Republican Form of Government in the United States and the Hebrew 
Commonwealth,” January 10, 1884. 
 
*** U.S. CODE ANNOTATED: “The Organic Laws of the United States of America” are 
the Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation, Northwest Ordinance, Bill 
of Rights, and Constitution [via Wallbuilders: 1 U.S.C.A. Sec. 1, West, 1987]. 
 
**** PRIVATE PROPERTY: The phrase “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” was 
inspired by William Blackstone and John Locke: 
 

William Blackstone: The right of property is founded in the law of nature and it 
is antecedent to all civil regulations… man shall pursue his own true and 
substantial happiness.   
 
John Locke: No one should harm a man’s life, health, liberty, or possessions. 
 The great and chief end therefore of Mens uniting in Commonwealths, and 
putting themselves under Government, is the Preservation of their Property. 

 
In the American Republic, the rights of the minority are protected from majority-rule. 
The government must adhere to the principles in its charter [Declaration of Independence] 
and to the principle of unalienable rights in the Bill of Rights [part of U.S. Constitution]: 
 

REPUBLIC: “A nation in which the supreme power rests in the electorate 
and is exercised by representatives responsible to them; the public thing, 
commonwealth, having the nature of a republic, adherence to principles.” 
Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary, unabridged, George W. Ogilvie, 1904. 

 
UN-ALIENABLE RIGHTS:  
LIEN: In law, a claim on the property of another. 
UNALIENABLE: Not able to be conveyed, sold or transferred to another. 
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From “Common Sense” by Founding Father Thomas Paine, January 10, 1776: 
 
 
“In the early ages of the world, according to the scripture chronology, there 
were no kings; the consequence of which was, there were no wars… the 
quiet and rural lives of the first patriarchs hath a happy something in them, 
which vanishes away when we come to the history of Jewish royalty. 
Government by kings was first introduced into the world by the Heathens, 
from whom the children of Israel copied the custom…   
 
“As the exalting of one man so greatly above the rest cannot be justified on 
the equal rights of nature, so neither can it be defended on the authority of 
scripture; for the will of the Almighty… expressly disapproves of 
government by kings… Now three thousand years passed away from the 
Mosaic account of the creation, till the Jews under a national delusion 
requested a king. 
 
“Till then their form of government… was a kind of republic administered 
by a judge and the elders of the tribes. Kings they had none, and it was held 
sinful to acknowledge any being under that title but the Lord of Hosts. 
Monarchy is ranked in scripture as one of the sins of the Jews… In short, 
monarchy… is a form of government which the word of God bears 
testimony against… 
 
“But where, says some, is the King of America?  I’ll tell you. Friend, He 
reigns above, and doth not make havoc of mankind like the Royal Brute of 
Britain… let a day be solemnly set apart for proclaiming a charter; let it be 
brought forth and placed on the divine law, the word of God… For as in 
absolute governments the King is law, so in free countries the law OUGHT 
to be King…  A government of our own is our natural right….”   [Thomas 
Paine, Common Sense, Philadelphia, January 10, 1776.] 
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Original Intent: America’s First Laws 

 

On July 22, 1620, a congregation of Pilgrims left Leiden, Holland for freedom in 

the New World. They left Europe to escape religious persecution. Early American 

settlers practiced self-government according to the general principles of the 

Moral Law. Later, philosophers called those principles the “Laws of Nature.’    

 

“Embarkation of the Pilgrims,” by Robert Weir; William Brewster  

is portrayed holding a Geneva Bible at the Rotunda in the U.S. Capitol.  

THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT ~ November 11, 1620, Cape Codd: “In the Name 
of God, Amen… Having undertaken, for the glory of God, for the advancement of 
the Christian faith and honor of our King and country, a voyage to plant the first 
colony in the Northerne parts of Virginia, doe by these presents solemnly and 
mutually in the presence of God and one of another, covenant and combine 
ourselves together into a civill body politick, for our better ordering and 
preservation, and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue hereof to 
enacte, constitute, and frame such just and equall laws, ordinances, acts, 
constitutions and offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meete and 
convenient for the generall good of the Colonie unto which we promise all due 
submission and obedience.” 

 

In Europe, the established Church was an official arm of the State; and it was a 

capital crime for the common people to read, own, or translate the Bible. In the 

New World, the Pilgrims learned the Laws of Nature directly from Scripture.   

 PENNSYLVANIA: “AN HOLY EXPERIMENT” 

Quaker William Penn suffered religious persecution in England. In 1681, Charles 

II paid the debt he owed to the young man’s father [£16,000] by granting a royal 

charter for the wilderness west of the Delaware in America. After William was 



Things You Probably Didn’t Learn in School about History & Law  © June 2017 by Denise Rhyne 

Website:  http://www.YouShouldBuyGold.com/ Contact: deniserhyne2013@gmail.com                        26 
 

freed from prison, he purchased the forested land from the Lenape Tribe [June 

1683] and named the territory Pennsylvania after his father. 

  

 

With unlimited ruling power as “Proprietor and Governor of his Majesty’s Colony 

of Pennsylvania,” William Penn was free to establish a government according to 

Biblical principles. The colony was “an Holy Experiment” [Christian worship was 

modeled after the form practiced by the Apostles]. He called the capital “Philadelphia” 

after the early Christian church located in that ancient city of Asia Minor. Penn’s 

“Great Treaty” with the Natives created harmony and peace.*  

 
William Penn’s 1701 “PENNSYLVANIA CHARTER OF PRIVILEGES” 

“No person or persons inhabiting in this province or territory who shall confess 

and acknowledge our Almighty God and Creator, Upholder and Ruler of the 

World; and profess him or themselves obliged to live quietly under civil 

government, shall be in any case molested or prejudiced in his or her person or 

estate…And that all persons who also profess to believe in Jesus Christ, the Savior 

of the world, shall be capable to serve this government in any capacity, both 

legislatively or executively.” 

 

 

The constitution, as a whole, proved to be an excellent one, and the Pennsylvanians 

lived under it for seventy-five years, down to the outbreak of the Revolution.* 
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Almost one quarter of a century before the Declaration of Independence, the 

Liberty Bell was hung in the State House of the City of Philadelphia in recognition 

of religious freedom in Pennsylvania [1752]. The fact that they put Natural Law 

principles into practice was the key to liberty in Pennsylvania. Everywhere else in 

the world, government-established religions were intolerant. In Pennsylvania, all 

denominations were tolerated. Freedom of worship was absolute; and the equal 

rights of all inhabitants -including Native tribes- were safeguarded.  

 

The ‘year of jubilee’ bell reads: “Leviticus 25:10: Proclaim LIBERTY 

throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof.”  

 
 

Early Americans held their ‘natural’ rights more dearly than life itself. For 150 

years, Colonists enjoyed virtual independence and freedom from British 

intervention. However, England’s benign neglect ended when the French and 

Indian War ended [1763]. Armies did not go home after the British victory. King 

George’s new policy for the Colonies included the presence of standing armies. 

 

King George then set about to pay off his war-debts by extracting money from the 

once happy land. Intolerable acts of oppression by the British Parliament violated 

the chartered rights of the Colonists and affected Americans’ valued privileges.  

 

Direct taxation and the British policy of trafficking human beings were imposed. 

When Americans attempted to abolish slavery, the King vetoed every legislative 

attempt to prohibit or restrain slave trade.** Many New England leaders became 

involved in the movement to separate from Britain over the issue of slavery. 
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                            BRITISH STANDING ARMIES & MARTIAL LAW 

Soon, the King’s hostile intentions to control the American Colonies could be 

seen everywhere. Boston became a garrison for British regiments; the citizens 

were the prisoners. Assemblies of worshipers were abused by the soldiers who 

held their religion in contempt. Leaders were threatened for holding meetings to 

prepare for common safety. The most respected organizers were imprisoned 

without trials, or assassinated, or carried to England to be tried for their lives. 

 

The king’s brigades marched through towns to terrify people into submission. 

Stores, barns, and habitations were burned. Property was seized; their substance 

was plundered; possessions were stolen [including arms and cannon]. But even as 

their rights as Englishmen were stripped away, the majority of Colonists loyally 

submitted to the British Crown. [The image below is of the 1770 “Boston Massacre.”] 

 

 
 

A Virginia lawyer named Patrick Henry delivered an impassioned speech to the 

Continental Congress in Philadelphia [March 23, 1775]. His appeal to throw off 

British tyranny included the immortal words “Give me liberty or give me 

death.”*** Henry pled with them not to be deceived; the war had already begun: 

 
“…The question before the House is… a question of freedom or slavery…. We are apt to 
shut our eyes against a painful truth… warlike preparations… darken our land… 
implements of war and subjugation… what means this martial array, if its purpose be 
not to force us to submission?… If we wish to be free… we must fight! 
 
“An appeal to arms and to the God of hosts is all that is left us! They tell us…we are 
weak; unable to cope with so formidable an adversary. But when shall we be stronger? 
…Will it be when we are totally disarmed? …we are not weak if we make a proper use 
of those means which the God of nature hath placed in our power… 
 
“We shall not fight our battles alone. There is a just God who presides over the 
destinies of nations… There is no retreat but in submission and slavery… Gentlemen 
may cry, Peace, Peace… but there is no peace. The war is actually begun… 
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“Why stand we here idle? …Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the 
price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others 
may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!”*** 
 

 

During the decade of controversy between King George III and his American 
Colonies, the King had responded to their appeals for justice with contemptuous 
indifference. Finally, he terminated all civil discussions. In violation of British 
“Common Law” and the British Constitution, King George sent in 25,000 more 
troops by land and sea. Then -without provocation or an open proclamation of 
war- at least 800 British soldiers savagely attacked Lexington.  
 

By cruel stealth, the barbarians shed the innocent blood of more than 
seventy beloved husbands, grandfathers, brothers, and sons. The horror-
filled morning in Lexington on April 19, 1775 was a turning point in the 
battle that would decide liberty or tyranny in America.****  
 

 

On July 2, 1776, the American Congress voted to separate from England. On July 

4th, the President of Congress [John Hancock] and the Secretary of Congress 

[Charles Thompson] signed a draft of the Declaration of Independence that included 

a list of the violations of their ‘natural’ rights. ‘Taxation without representation’ 
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was relatively minor compared to the other abominable acts listed in the 

Declaration of Independence: 

 

 “The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries 
and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute 
Tyranny over these States… A prince, whose character is thus marked by every act 
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people… Governments 
long established should not be changed for light and transient Causes… But when 
a long Train of Abuses… evinces a Design to reduce them under absolute 
Despotism, it is their Right, it is their Duty, to throw off such Government… 
 

 For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us… in times of peace 
 For protecting them…from punishment for any Murders 
 For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world 
 For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent 
 For depriving us… of the benefit of Trial by Jury 
 For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences 
 For abolishing the free System of English Laws 
 For taking away our Charters, abolishing…our Laws 
 For suspending our own Legislatures 
 For waging War against us 
 He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed 

the lives of our people. 
 He has sent large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death 
 He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear 

Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and 
Brethren 

 He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us. 

 

The Liberty Bell rang on July 8th after the charter of the United States of 

America was read aloud on the steps of Independence Hall in Philadelphia. 
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                                THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE: 
“WHEN in the Course of human Events, it becomes necessary for one People to 
dissolve the Political Bands which have connected them with another, and to 
assume among the Powers of the Earth, the separate and equal Station to which 
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent Respect to the 
Opinions of Mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the Separation… 
 
“WE hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.***** That to secure these 
Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers 
from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish 
it, and to institute new Government, laying its Foundation on such Principles….” 
 
“And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of 
Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and 
our sacred Honor.”  

 
“We… Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, 
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do… solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, 
and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States….” 
 

The Charter of the Republic of the United States of America 
“Laying its Foundation on such Principles to which the  

Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them.” 
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The moment the Continental Congress passed and signed the nation’s charter, 

the United States of America became a sovereign Republic. The Signers laid the 

foundation of the new government according to the principles derived from an 

entire philosophy or system of logic called the ‘Natural Law’ – in the words of the 

Declaration of Independence: “the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God.”  

By law, the United States of America is a Republic [not a Democracy]: “The United 

States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of 

Government.” [U.S. Constitution, Article 4, Section 4, Paragraph 1] 

REPUBLIC: “A nation in which the supreme power rests in the electorate 
and is exercised by representatives responsible to them; the public thing, 
commonwealth, having the nature of a republic, adherence to principles.” 
Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary, George W. Ogilvie, USA, 1904. 
 

“The republican form of government is the best because it is founded on the most 

natural principles.”  [Thomas Paine, “Common Sense,” Philadelphia, PA, January 10, 1776.] 

 

A Republic must adhere to the principles of its charter. The U.S. government was 

instituted to safe-guard the “unalienable” rights of the individual: 

LIEN: “In law, a claim on the property of another.”  

UNALIENABLE: “Not able to be conveyed, sold or transferred to another.” 

To eliminate confusion about the principle of ‘unalienable’ rights, the Founding 

Fathers added the Bill of Rights to the U.S. Constitution. The restrictive clauses 

were added to prevent the government from ever re-interpreting the law or 

abusing its power – and to reinforce the Laws of Nature: 

“THE Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time of their 

adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent 

misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and 
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restrictive clauses should be added… to be valid to all intents and 

purposes, as part of the said Constitution.” *** 

 

 
 

Amendment 1: Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, 

or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to a redress of grievances. 

 
Amendment 2: A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 
 
Amendment 3: No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without 
the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 
 
Amendment 4: The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no 
Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 
 
Amendment 5: No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in 
the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public 
danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy 
of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against 
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 
shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 
 
Amendment 6: In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a 
speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime 
shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, 
and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the 
witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, 
and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence. 
 
Amendment 7: In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed 
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, 
shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the 
rules of the common law. 
 
Amendment 8: Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 
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cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 
 
Amendment 9: Enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be 
construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 
 
Amendment 10: The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
people. 

 
The Bill of Rights was ratified on December 15, 1791. 

 

The U.S. Constitution is the nation’s by-laws; Constitutional law delineates the 

operating procedures and the frame of United States government. 

“The Constitution is a written instrument. As such, its meaning does not 
alter. That which it meant when it was adopted, it means now.” [U.S. 
Supreme Court Decision, 1905, South Carolina vs. United States, 199 U.S. 437, 448.] 

 

The chief function of the U.S. Constitution is to limit the power of the state:   

“The powers of the legislature are defined, and limited; and that those 

limits may not be mistaken, or forgotten, the constitution is written.”   

[Chief Justice John Marshall, Marbury vs. Madison, 5 U.S., 137. 176, 1803.] 
 

The Declaration of Independence is the controlling preamble to the Constitution. 
The U.S. Constitution [Article 7] holds up the Declaration as the foundation of 
United States government. The Constitution is not very long because the two 
documents go together (to limit government from infringing upon our rights): 
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The Constitution of the American Republic is legally bound to the Natural Law 

principles of the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights: 

 
“The principles, therefore, so established, are deemed fundamental. And as 
the authority, from which they proceed, is supreme… they are designed to 
be permanent….” [Chief Justice John Marshall [1801-1835], Marbury vs. Madison, 5 
U.S., 137, 176; 1803.] 
 

“Let us unite, therefore, in imploring the Supreme Ruler of Nations to spread his 

holy protection over these United States… this Government being a safeguard of 

human rights.” [George Washington, State of the Union Address, Nov. 19, 1794.] 

 

 

THE UNITED STATES CODE ANNOTATED 
“The Organic Laws of the United States of America” 

Declaration of Independence 1776 

Articles of Confederation 1777 (ratified 1781) 

Northwest Ordinance 1787 (re-ratified 1789) 

U.S. Constitution 1787 (ratified 1790) 

Bill of Rights (ratified 1791) 
 

The original laws of the United States acknowledge that all rights are ‘natural’ 

rights, not ‘civil’ rights. The rights enumerated in the Bill of Rights [and all rights 

not specifically mentioned] are birthrights. Liens on birthrights are unconstitutional. 

 

 

After the Declaration of Independence [1776], the “Northwest Ordinance” [1787] 

was the most important law passed by the Continental Congress. The ordinance 

governed the admission of new states into the American Union. Article Six said 
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slavery was forbidden and all land transactions would have to be agreed upon by 

the Indian tribes of North America. The act “fixed and established” the principles 

of the Natural Law “as the basis of all laws” in the Northwest Territory. 

 

 
 

The Northwest Ordinance was signed into law by George Washington on July 13, 

1787. In 1789, the new U.S. Congress reaffirmed the Ordinance. The guarantees 

of ‘natural’ rights were then incorporated into the Bill of Rights: religious liberty, 

private property, trial by jury, prohibition of cruel or unusual punishment, etc. 

 

Excerpts from the “NORTHWEST ORDINANCE” 

“…for extending fundamental principles of civil and religious liberty, which 

form the basis whereon these republics, their laws and constitutions are erected, 

to fix and establish those principles as the basis of all laws….” 
 
“Article the First. No person… shall ever be molested on account of his mode of worship 
or religious sentiments… 
 
“Article the Third. Religion, Morality, and knowledge being necessary to good 
government and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall 
forever be encouraged… 
 
“Article the Fifth. …such State shall be admitted… provided the constitution and 
government so to be formed shall be republican, and in conformity to the principles 
contained in these Articles… 
 
“Article the Sixth. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said 
territory…” 
 

What was the original intent of America’s first lawmakers? That all future 
laws would comport with the principles of the Natural Law. 
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END NOTES 
 

SIGNERS OF “THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT” 
“In witness whereof we have hereunder subscribed our names at Cape-Codd the 11 of 
November, in the year of the raigne of our sovereigne lord, King James, of England, 
France and Ireland, the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fiftie-fourth. Anno Dom. 1620.” 

 

 
 
John Carver, Edward Tilley, Degory Priest, William Bradford, John Tilley, Thomas 
Williams, Edward Winslow, Francis Cooke, Gilbert Winslow, William Brewster, Thomas 
Rogers, Edmund Margeson, Isaac Allerton, Thomas Tinker, Peter Browne, Myles 
Standish, John Rigdale, Richard Britteridge, John Alden, Edward Fuller, George Soule, 
Samuel Fuller, John Turner, Richard Clarke, Christopher Martin, Francis Eaton, 
Richard Gardiner, William Mullins, James Chilton, John Allerton, William White, John 
Crackston, Thomas English, Richard Warren, John Billington, Edward Dotey, John 
Howland, Moses Fletcher, Edward Leister, Stephen Hopkins, John Goodman. 
 
* “The True William Penn” by Sydney George Fisher, (originally published in 
Philadelphia by J.B. Lippincott, 1899); quotations from pp. 28, 60, and 359, FB & c Ltd, 
Dalton House, 60 Windsor Avenue, London, England & Wales, presented in 1980 by the 
Ontario Legislative Library to the University of Toronto Library.  
 

 
 

At the age of twelve, William Penn had the intense conviction God had called him to a 
holy life. The scholar believed in reliance on individual judgment, conscience, and the 
Bible. As an adult, he was imprisoned many times for saying the practices and doctrines 
of the established churches were unbiblical. He wrote while held in solitary confinement 
in the Tower of London. Penn did not believe religion should be established by law. [We 
can never be the better for our religion if our neighbor be the worse for it.] 
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** Thomas Jefferson, The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, Albert Ellery Bergh, editor, 
(WA, D. C.: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Association, 1903), Vol. I, p. 34; W. O. 
Blake, The History of Slavery and the Slave Trade: Columbus: J. & H. Miller, p. 177, 
1858; via Wallbuilders. 
 

*** Founding Father Patrick Henry was one of America’s most outspoken advocates for 
free speech and individual liberty. In the national debate over ratification of the 
Constitution, the five-time Governor of Virginia forced the adoption of amendments 
which paved the way for the addition of the Bill of Rights to the U.S. Constitution. 
 
**** Rev. Jonas Clark of Lexington April 19, 1775: “To commemorate the Murder, 
Blood-shed and Commencement of Hostilities, between Great-Britain and America, by 
a Brigade of Troops of George III, under Command of Lieutenant- Colonel Smith;” and 
Jonas Clark sermon “The Fate of Blood-thirsty Oppressors, and God’s tender Care of 
his distressed People,” printed by Powars and Willis, Boston, Mass, 1776; Wallbuilders. 
 

Harvard graduate Jonas Clark was a close friend of John Hancock and Samuel Adams. 
He said the British officer ‘lied to the world’ when he said he had been fired on first by 
the Americans [there were only four unarmed men inside the meeting house]. ‘A cloud of 
witnesses’ took oaths that the well-trained British troops fired first and that the other 
Colonists fought in self-defense. 
 

 
 

56 SIGNERS OF “THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE” 
New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton; 
Massachusetts: John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat 
Paine, Elbridge Gerry; Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery; 
Connecticut: Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver 
Wolcott; New York: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis 
Morris; New Jersey: Richard Stockton, Jonathon Witherspoon, Francis 
Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark; Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, 
Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, 
George Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross; Delaware: Caesar Rodney, George 
Read, Thomas McKean; Maryland: Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, 
Charles Carroll; Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, 
Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton; 
North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn; South  
Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur 
Middleton; Georgia: Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton. 
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LIFE, LIBERTY & PRIVATE PROPERTY 
 
***** The phrase “Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness” is from British 
philosophers William Blackstone and John Locke [Father of Classical Liberalism]: 

 

Dr. WILLIAM BLACKSTONE: The right of property is founded in the law of 
nature and it is antecedent to all civil regulations… man shall pursue his own 
true and substantial happiness. 
 
JOHN LOCKE: No one should harm a man’s life, health, liberty, or possessions. 
The great and chief end therefore, of Mens uniting in Commonwealths, and 
putting themselves under Government, is the Preservation of their Property. 

 
From WEBSTER’S American Dictionary of the English Language, April 14, 1828, 
(Webster was responsible for Art. I, Sec. 8 in U.S. Constitution- copyright/ patent-protection):  

 
“PROPERTY: The exclusive right of possessing, enjoying and disposing of a 
thing; ownership.”  
 
“GENERAL DISTRIBUTION OF REAL PROPERTY [among every class of 
people]: It is one of the greatest blessings of civil society that the property of 
citizens is well secured… Let the people have property and they will have power 
…to prevent… the abridgement of any other privilege.”  
 
“RESTRICTING PROPERTY RIGHTS: The power of entailing estates is more 
dangerous to liberty and republican government…than a standing army.”  
 
“GENIUS & IMAGINATION: The production of genius and the imagination are if 
possible more really and exclusively property than houses and lands, and are 
equally entitled to legal security.”  

 

 
 

From “THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION & PERPETUAL UNION” 
ARTICLE VI. “No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of peace… nor shall any body 
of forces be kept up… in time of peace… but every state shall always keep up a well 
regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed… and shall provide and 
constantly have ready for use… a proper quantity of arms, ammunition…  
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ARTICLE IX. “The united states… shall also have the sole and exclusive right and 
power of regulating the alloy and value of coin struck by their own authority, or by 
that of the respective states, fixing the standard of weights and measures…  
 
“The united states… shall never engage in a war… nor enter into any treaties or 
alliances …nor ascertain… expences necessary for the defence and welfare… unless 
nine states assent to the same… by the votes of a majority of… congress [2/3rds].” 
 

 
 

SIGNERS: “THE ARTICLES OF THE CONFEDERATION” 

“And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World to incline the hearts of 
the legislatures we respectively represent in congress, to approve of, and to authorize 
us to ratify the said articles of confederation and perpetual union….” 
 
“On the part of & behalf of the State of: New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, John 
Wentworth, Junr; August 8th, 1778; Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations: 
William Ellery, Henry Marchant, John Collins; New York: Jas Duane, Fra: Lewis, Wm 
Duer, Gouvr Morris; Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, Daniel Roberdeau, Jon. Bayard 
Smith, William Clingan, Joseph Reed; 22d July, 1778; Maryland: John Hanson; March 

1, 1781, Daniel Carroll, do.; North Carolina: John Penn; July 21st, 1778, Corns Harnett, 
Jno Williams; Georgia: Jno Walton; 24th July, 1778, Edwd Telfair, Edwd Langworthy; 
Massachusetts Bay: John Hancock, Samuel Adams, Elbridge Gerry, Francis Dana, 
James Lovell, Samuel Holten; Connecticut: Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, 
Oliver Wolcott, Titus Hosmer, Andrew Adams; New Jersey, November 26th, 1778: Jno 
Witherspoon, Nathl Scudder; Delaware: Thos McKean; Febr 22d, 1779, John 
Dickinson; May 5th, 1779, Nicholas Van Dyke; Virginia: Richard Henry Lee, John 
Banister, Thomas Adams, Jno Harvie, Francis Lightfoot Lee; South Carolina: Henry 
Laurens, William Henry Drayton, Jno Mathews, Richd Hutson, Thos Heyward, junr.” 
 
“Done at Philadelphia in the state of Pennsylvania the ninth day of July in the Year of 
our Lord one Thousand seven Hundred and Seventy-eight, and in the third year of the 
independence of America.” 
 



Things You Probably Didn’t Learn in School about History & Law  © June 2017 by Denise Rhyne 

Website:  http://www.YouShouldBuyGold.com/ Contact: deniserhyne2013@gmail.com                        41 
 

 

 
In 1898, the King’s mishandling of his American Colonies was summarized:  
 

“George III obtained the power to nominate his own ministers of 
incompetent arrogance to carry out his policy of colonial oppression from 
a national conscience dulled by commercial rapacity… and a 
contemptuous indifference for the rights of others.” [Henry Van Dyke, D.D., 
“The People Responsible for the Character of Their Rulers,” delivered to The Society of 
Sons of the American Revolution, New York, Feb.24, 1898; via Wallbuilders.] 

                                                           
After the British surrender in 1782 and the King’s representatives signed the 
Treaty of Paris on Sept. 3, 1783, King George III wrote:  
 

“America … A people spread over an immense tract of fertile land, 
industrious because free, and rich because industrious….” [Letter by King 
George III in the 1780s, British Monarchy @ royal.gov.uk] 
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From President Washington’s 1789 THANKSGIVING DECLARATION: 

 
“Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty 
God, to obey his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his 
protection and favor – and Whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint 
Committee requested me “to recommend to the People of the United States a day 
of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with 
grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording 
them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their 
safety and happiness.” 
 
“Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November 
next to be devoted by the People of these States to the service of that great and 
glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or 
that will be – That we may then all unite in rendering unto him our sincere and 
humble thanks…for the signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable 
interpositions of his providence… And also that we may… beseech him to 
pardon our national and other transgressions….”  “Given under my hand at the 
City of New York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789.  GO. 
WASHINGTON.” 

 

Washington’s 1795 Proclamation:  
“A Day of Public Thanksgiving and Prayer:” 

“It is… our duty as people… to acknowledge our many and great obligations to 

Almighty God… Humbly and fervently beseech the kind Author of these 

blessings …to imprint on our hearts a deep and solemn sense of our obligations 

to Him….” [This Proclamation was published in the Columbian Centinel, January 1, 1795: 

http://gwpapers.virginia.edu/documents/thanksgiving-proclamation/ 

http://www.mountvernon.org/research-collections/digital-encyclopedia/article/thanksgiving/.] 

 

http://gwpapers.virginia.edu/documents/thanksgiving-proclamation/
http://www.mountvernon.org/research-collections/digital-encyclopedia/article/thanksgiving/
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Noah Webster – American Hero 

Noah Webster, Jr. is an American hero. After graduating from Yale College, the 
young man was one of the first Founders to call for a Constitutional Convention. 
Webster was a genius in government theory. His “Sketches of American Policy” 
[1785] is called “the first statement of the Constitution.” He responded to the 
States’ objections to the proposed Constitution in his “Examination of the 
Leading Principles of the Federal Constitution” [1787]. He was also the editor of 
the most important document on the Constitution, “The Federalist” [1787-1788]. 
His skillful editing and contributions were instrumental in its ratification [1790]. 
 

                                                             

The great patriot served in the Connecticut militia, the Massachusetts Legislature 

[three terms], and the Connecticut General Assembly [nine-term Federalist]. He was a 
judge, edited magazines, wrote political pamphlets, founded New York’s first 
daily newspaper [1793], and was a founder of Amherst College [1812]. Above all, 
Webster was known as the “Schoolmaster of our Republic” and the “Father of 
American Scholarship.” His influence on national language shaped our national 
identity. Generations learned history, science, and English from his textbooks.  

            

For the first time, a uniform system of spelling, pronunciation, and grammar was 
standardized in North America. Besides the Bible, Webster’s Blue Back Speller 
was the best-selling book. [Blue Back Speller: First Part of the Grammatical Institute of the 
English Language, 1783; American Spelling Book, 1786; Elementary Spelling Book, 1829.] 
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                                                PRINCIPLES OF LIBERTY 
The civil government of the United States was established to protect each citizen’s 
unalienable rights. The Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution [1791] to 
secure individual rights [“to prevent the abuse of powers”]. The same year it was 
adopted, Webster was a founder of the Connecticut Society for the Abolition of 
Slavery. He explained why the existence of slavery was detrimental to the entire 
society in his pamphlet “The Effects of Slavery on Morals and Industry” [1793].  

In 1798, Noah Webster remembered the brave men who had paid the ultimate 
price for the unalienable [“indefeasible”] rights of Americans. He urged the people 
of New-Haven, Connecticut to unite and defend the Constitution: 

“Heroes and patriots… bequeathed to us a rich inheritance of liberty… we have 
indefeasible rights… Let us then rally round the… Constitution of our country, 
resolved to a man that we will never lose by folly, disunion, or cowardice what has 
been planned by wisdom and purchased with blood.” [Noah Webster, Jr., “An 
Oration Pronounced Before the Citizens of New-Haven on the Anniversary of the 
Independence of the United States,” July 4th, 1798: Printed by T. and S. Green.] 
 

 

Noah Webster was a student of history, and understood why other forms of 

government had failed to secure liberty. He believed freedom in the Republic 

depended on inculcating the principles of liberty in the minds of the young: 

“If Moses… could not secure his institutions from neglect and corruption, what 
right have we to expect that the labors of our lawgivers will be more successful? 
…If there is a possibility of founding a perfectly free government… it must be 
raised upon the pure maxims… of that religion, which breathes ‘peace on earth, 
and good will to men.’  That religion… in its true spirit, would banish tyranny 
from the earth….” [Noah Webster, “An Oration on the Anniversary of the Declaration 
of Independence,” New Haven, Connecticut, 1802.]  

 

Dr. Webster said young people will ‘catch the flame of liberty’ by studying the 

examples of character and service of the Revolution’s illustrious heroes: 
 

“Government takes its form very much from the character of the people to be 
governed… Let the youth of our country…read the …addresses of the first 
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American Congress… Let them review… the heroic achievements of … 
WASHINGTON… rallying a small band of half-clothed, dispirited troops, whose 
naked feet… stained the road with blood… to defend the blessing which we now 
enjoy… And when our youth… consider that upon them has devolved the task of 
defending and improving the rich inheritance… Let them… respect men of 
character… and the statesman who first presided over our national councils….”  
[Noah Webster, “An Oration,” delivered to New Haven, Connecticut, 1802.]  

  
                       WEBSTER ESTABLISHED CULTURAL INDEPENDENCE. 
 

In 1828, Webster published the greatest-ever dictionary of the English language. 
The American Dictionary of the English Language was historically important 
because of the scholarly detail. In the process of introducing scores of thousands 
of new words [new to a dictionary], he had learned more than 20 languages. The 
linguist provided the connections between English words and their original root 
meanings, and preserved the key to the vocabulary of America’s Founders [he used 

verses from the Bible to explain the legal and scientific etymologies of about 20,000 words].  
https://books.google.com/books?id=ql4IAAAAQAAJ&pg=PR15#v=onepage&q&f=false 

EZRA STILES* [President of Yale College and a founder of Brown University], 
Philadelphia, April 26, 1830: “In my judgment, ‘The American Dictionary,’ by 
Noah Webster, LL. D., is the most comprehensive, learned, accurate, and 
valuable work of the kind, which has ever been published in the English 
language.” JOSEPH STORY* [Judge of the Supreme Court of the United States, 1811-1845; 

Professor of Law in the University of Cambridge]: “I cheerfully concur in the opinion….” 

 
 

    1828 DICTIONARY PREFACE  
In the Preface to his life’s work, the former schoolmaster emphasized that 
freedom in America could only be maintained if children were educated in 
the general principles of liberty and self-government: “In my view, the 
Christian religion is the most important and one of the first things in 
which all children, under a free government ought to be instructed.” 

https://books.google.com/books?id=ql4IAAAAQAAJ&pg=PR15#v=onepage&q&f=false
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                           WEBSTER’S “HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES” 
After compiling fifty years of research, Webster published The History of the 
United States [1832]. The book included eye-witness accounts of the Revolution 
(“facts not mentioned in any other history”). The civics lessons taught students 
the general principles of citizenship [separation of powers, representative government, 

federalism, unalienable rights, individual responsibility]. Lessons were designed to 
strengthen unity across the wide Republic of the United States. The universally 

acclaimed text provided older students with a thoroughly American education: 
 

JEREMIAH DAY* [President of Yale College, July 20, 1832]: “We consider Dr. 
Webster as eminently qualified to prepare a work of this kind. His extensive 
acquaintance with the early history of nations, and especially our own– the result 
of fifty years of investigation, is the best pledge for the accuracy of his 
statements; while the personal knowledge of the events of our revolution and the 
establishment of our government, gives a freshness and interest to his narrative, 
which are rarely if ever to be found in the pages of a mere compiler. We, 
therefore, cordially recommend this work, as adapted to the general use in 
families and in schools.” [Day was officially connected with Yale College for 69 years.] 

 

     
           

THE LONDON MIDDLESEX GAZETTE* [1832]: “It is pleasing amidst the 
redundancy of elementary compilations, to meet with one which is written by a 
man of learning and experience, who is thoroughly master of his subject. Such 
appears to be the History of the United States, published by Dr. Webster.” 
 
“Nothing that can be here said will be likely to add to the reputation of the 
learned and venerable compiler. This literary veteran has unquestionably done 
more to raise and establish the reputation of our country in philological 
learning, than all our writers besides. He is also the man to whom the public is 
under immense obligation, from his being the first to set about in earnest to 
improve the elementary books which are not only necessary in schools, but 
adapted to instruct our youth in general. He it is, who gave the first impulse to 
that improved plan of education, which has made such surprising progress 
since the termination of our revolution.” 
 
“The present work… contains a lucid but succinct account of all the interesting 
events of the United States, arranged in perspicuous method, and described 
with candor and impartiality. (The author lived during the Revolution, and he 
has related the same facts of which he was an eye-witness; facts not mentioned 
in any other history.) It is a work adapted to the higher classes of schools, to 
youth who are acquiring a taste for history….” [Dr. Thomas Miner.**] 
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Noah Webster, Jr., LL.D. [1758-1843] was a sixth-generation American and a direct 
descendant of Governor William Bradford of Plymouth Colony [1620]. He and his 
beloved wife ‘Becca’ were married fifty-eight years and had eight children. He was 
a Doctor of Laws [Yale College had the first law-school in America], and was responsible 
for Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution [copyright and patent-protection clause]. 
In 1833, Dr. Webster produced the most important translation of the Bible since 
the Pilgrims landed at Cape ‘Codd’ [the “Common Version” from the Greek and Hebrew].            

END NOTES 
 
* Essays by Professor W. C. Fowler: “Commendations of Dr. N. Webster’s Books” – 
“With an essay by N.W. on the state of English Philology:” Dr. Ezra Stiles, President Yale 
College, p. 5; U.S. Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story, p. 3; Jeremiah Day, President of 
Yale College, p. 9; Thomas Miner, “Middlesex Gazette,” pp. 8, 9; by Professor William 
Chauncey Fowler, Yale College, 1841 (Project Gutenberg e-Book, microfilmed 1995, #PB MIC, 37730). 
 

** THOMAS MINER [Tribute was read before the Beaumont Medical Club, March 10, 1933]: 
“Dr. Miner devoted himself to the study of languages and to literary pursuits - medical 
and general… He always made the Bible his Text-book in studying a new language… 
Dr. Miner… was perhaps the most learned physician in New England - not only in 
professional attainments, but in foreign languages and theology… [Miner said]: “The 
venerable Noah Webster, LL.D., is among my most respected correspondents. He 
possesses letters from me upon criticism, etymology, and other philosophical subjects. 
He also did me the honor, occasionally to lend me his manuscripts….”  [Frank K. Hallock, 
“Thomas Miner, M.D., of Middletown: An Early Connecticut Physician of Exceptional Culture,” 
“Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine;” pp. 338, 340, 341, 348; Vol. 8, No. 4.]  
 
Noah Webster, “History of the United States: to which is prefixed a brief historical account of 
our ancestors, from the dispersion at Babel, to their migration to America, and of the conquest 
of South America, by the Spaniards," Louisville, Kentucky: Wilcox, Dickerman, 1832. 
 
Franklin Bowditch Dexter, Litt. D., “Biographical Sketches of the Graduates of Yale College,” 
Volume IV, July, 1778 – June, 1792, New York, Henry Holt and Company, 1907. 
 

“Examination of the Leading Principles of the Federal Constitution, by Noah Webster: To His 
Excellency Benjamin Franklin, Esq. President of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and 
Member of the Late Convention, Held at Philadelphia for the Purpose of Devising a Constitution 
for the Government of the United States… Philadelphia, Oct. 10, 1787.” 
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Excerpts from “Common Sense”  

by Founding Father Thomas Paine: 

 
“Society in every state is a blessing, but government even in its best state 
is but a necessary evil; in its worst state an intolerable one… For were the 
impulses of conscience clear, uniform, and irresistibly obeyed, man would 
need no other lawgiver; but that not being the case, he finds it necessary 
to surrender up a part of his property to furnish means for the protection 
of the rest. 
 
“…Here then is the origin and rise of government; namely, a mode 
rendered necessary by the inability of moral virtue to govern the world; 
here too is the design and end of government… Securing freedom and 
property to all men, and above all things, the free exercise of religion, 
according to the dictates of conscience… 
 
“For myself, I fully and conscientiously believe, that it is the will of the 
Almighty, that there should be diversity of religious opinions among us: It 
affords a larger field for our Christian kindness… on this liberal principle, 
I look on the various denominations among us, to be like children of the 
same family, differing only, in what is called, their Christian names… To 
God, and not to man, are all men accountable on the score of religion… 
put [not] the bigot in the place of the Christian.”  [Thomas Paine, “Common 
Sense,” Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, January 10, 1776.] 
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John Quincy Adams– “Hell-hound of Abolition” 
 

 
John Quincy Adams, Sixth President of the United States. 

 

John Quincy Adams was an American hero from his youth. At age thirteen, he 

studied at the University of Leiden [the Netherlands].  At the age of fourteen, he was the 

private secretary to the U.S. envoy to Russia.  He served under Presidents George 

Washington, John Adams, James Madison, and James Monroe. Before he 

became President, the political genius had been Assistant to John Jay [original 

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court], and had authored the Monroe Doctrine, resolved 

the Louisiana Purchase, settled the U.S.-Canada border and Oregon boundary 

disputes, and negotiated several treaties that kept America out of foreign wars. 

 

From his boyhood, Adams had studied the Bible in the original Hebrew and 

Greek. In a letter to his own young son, he explained why the “Decalogue” is 

necessary for a civilized society [Decalogue = Ten Commandments; deca = ten]: 

 
“The law given from Sinai was a civil and municipal as well as a moral 
and religious code, it contained many statutes… of universal application 
– laws essential to the existence of men in society, and most of which have 
been enacted by every nation, which ever professed any code of laws….  
 
“Vain, indeed, would be the search among the writings of profane 
antiquity (…even in the most refined and philosophical ages of Greece and 
Rome), to find so broad, so complete and so solid a basis for morality as 
this Decalogue lays down.” [Letters of John Quincy Adams to His Son, on the Bible 
and Its Teachings, Letter V, 1848: Vision Forum, Bulverde, Texas, 2000, pp. 44-49, 
(Derby, Miller and Company, New York, 1848; Auburn: James M. Alden, 1850, p. 61).] 
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THE HELL-HOUND OF ABOLITON 

 

 

Throughout the long career of John Quincy Adams, the intellectual giant was 

called the “hell-hound of abolition.” He had a reputation for being “the acutest, 

the astutest, the archest enemy of Southern slavery that ever existed.” Until he 

died, the former President used his political influence to fight for ‘natural’ rights 

and the abolition of slavery. [John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, a Private Life, Paul Nagel, 

p. 348, Harvard University Press, 1999.] 

 

In the famous case of the “United States vs. La Amistad,” Adams [age 73] 

represented African slaves on trial for their revolt on a Spanish slave-ship. 

 

 
John Quincy Adams won freedom for the African slaves [1841]. He based 

his arguments on the principles of the Natural Law [the Ten Commandments].  
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Famous Eulogy: The Last Surviving Signer of 
the Declaration of Independence  
 
Charles Carroll was the last surviving Signer of the Declaration of Independence. His 
eulogy was delivered in Washington, D.C. on December 31, 1832.  The assembly 
included President Andrew Jackson, the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. 
Senate. The following prayer by Rev. William White and the famous oration by John 
Sergeant were both published at the request of the City of Philadelphia: 
 

 
 

“O Lord, our heavenly Father, the high and mighty ruler of the universe… most 
heartily we beseech thee, with thy favour to behold and bless thy servant, the 
president of the United States, and all others in authority; and so replenish them 
with the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that they may always incline to thy will, and 
walk in thy way… 
 
“… so especially for their senate and representatives in congress assembled; that 
thou wouldest be pleased to direct and prosper all their consultations... upon the 
best and surest foundations… These, and all other necessaries… we humbly beg 
in the name and mediation of Jesus Christ, our most blessed Lord and Saviour.  
Amen.” 

 
CHARLES CARROLL EULOGY 

 
“In the history of our Country, the most memorable epoch is that of the Declaration of 
Independence… At such a moment, it is natural to look back… who were the men, and 
what were the means they employed, to lay the foundations of a great republic… Of the 
fifty-six distinguished patriots… One only remained – the venerable Carroll… the last of 
the fifty-six who, in the sight of man and of Heaven, had solemnly pledged ‘their lives, 
and fortunes, and their sacred honour’… 
 
“And who were these men? …What was that assemblage of patriots, who in proclaiming 
their determination to be free, proclaimed at the same time the great principles which 
are everywhere acknowledged to have the irresistible power of truth?  How did it 
happen that the youngest nation of the earth became the teacher of the world? 
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“…The common characteristic of the Congress of 1776 is pure public virtue… It is natural 
to begin then with the places of their birth… Of the fifty-six… altogether forty-eight… 
were born in the colonies… the average age of the whole assembly was about forty-five…  
 
“John Hancock… was in the enjoyment of the largest estate in Massachusetts.  Charles 
Carroll of Carrollton was the heir of perhaps the richest man in Maryland.  Heyward, 
Middleton, Lynch, Floyd, Nelson, and many more, were gentlemen of independent 
fortunes, to which they had been born.  Others, by their talents and their industry had 
gained a commanding position in society; and in their private condition, might be 
considered amongst the happiest of men… 
 
"The greater part of those who composed it had been liberally educated… eighteen were 
graduates of Colleges in this country.  Three were graduates of the University of 
Cambridge in England – and one, of the University of Edinburgh.  Seven had received 
their education at other public seminaries.  Fourteen had been instructed in liberal 
learning by private tutors or intelligent parents.  Eight had received some elementary 
education, and of three the early history has not been learned… Two there were, who 
were literally self-taught… In the whole number there was not a single titled personage… 
but the simple truth to say, that, as a body, the Congress of 1776 never was equaled… 
 
“These colonies had, in substance, been free representative republics from the beginning 
– subject in name to the dominion of Great Britain, but actually managing their most 
important concerns by their own assemblies, with little interference on the part of the 
parent state.  They had constantly present to their view the image of republican 
government.  Republicanism was thus become habitual, a part of the nature of the 
inhabitants of the colonies… 
 
“From the first effort of Great Britain to exercise an unwarranted authority over these 
colonies in the year 1765, the nature of their rights and the limits of the just authority of 
the parent state, had been the subject of continual and earnest discussion… to assert and 
to maintain their freedom… solemnly proclaimed from the Hall of Independence, that 
the colonial condition was ended – that in its place a nation had come into existence, 
ready to follow the example of the patriots who had bled at Lexington and at Bunker’s 
Hill… relying upon the favour of Heaven, to meet in hostile combat the gigantic power 
and veteran arms of England.  From that day, this nation dates its existence.  The 
Declaration of Independence is the authentic registry of its birth. 
 

 

Lexington 
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“This common and pervading love of freedom… caused the colonies first to meet in 

Congress... These delegates first met at Philadelphia on the 5th September 1774… 

Independence was not declared till a thorough union was established. … Till then, no 

States existed… the union of the colonies actually preceded the Declaration of 

Independence… It was the Union that created the States, and not the States that created 

the Union…. Union, as well as Independence and Freedom, is the birthright of every 

child born in these United States…. The favour of Heaven… has been in nothing more 

manifest than in producing this Union.  
 
“The wisdom and patriotism of the first Congress were above all conspicuous in the 
means they employed to cherish… what the hand of Providence had offered… to which 
the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them”… Listen to the language of 
Congress, when presenting the articles of “confederation and perpetual union,” in their 
circular, dated “Yorktown, November 17th, 1777…  
 
‘It seems essential to our very existence as a free people, and without it, we may soon be 
constrained to bid adieu to independence, to liberty, and safety – blessings, which, from 
the justice of our cause, and the favour of our Almighty Creator, visibly manifested in 
our protection, we have reason to expect, if, in an humble dependence upon his divine 
providence, we strenuously exert the means which are placed in our power’… 
 

 
 

John Adams proposing George Washington as  
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army. 

 
“When Washington left the hall of Congress in June, 1775, unanimously elected to 
command the armies of our country, he carried with him a commission… 'Supported,' to 
use his own words, 'by a confidence in the rectitude of our cause... and the patronage of 
Heaven'… We may have another – but never, never, never, such an one as God in his 
goodness has given us in the day of our fathers… his example be a guide to the footsteps 
of those who may come after him to take charge of the destinies of his country… that 
era… had been permitted by a gracious Providence to be crowned with every distinction 
that could command admiration and respect… 
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“In other revolutions… those who began the work have generally fallen victims to the 
fury of the storm they had been instrumental in raising. Even when they have escaped 
with their lives, they… often have been doomed not only to suffer degradation 
themselves, but to witness also the destruction of the hopes they had conceived for the 
cause which incited them to action. We are not surprised at this.  When we consider the 
nature of man and his passions… how too, the hand becomes familiar with the sword...  
 

 
 

The 1789 French Revolution ended in a bloody Reign of Terror. 
 
“When we consider… that the struggle for our independence lasted nearly ten years – 
language is too feeble to express the emotion... when we find that the patriots who began 
the revolution were those who carried it through… not one of them perished in any strife 
with his countrymen... there was but one who proved a traitor... 
 
"All who were living, lived with honour... One radiant light shone upon them all, when 
the voices, which in the beginning had joined in supplication for aid and favour in the 
hour of trial, ascended together, at the end, in praises and thanksgiving to Him who had 
given the victory…  
 
“Something remains yet to be said... One yet remains, greater than all the rest… The 
father of his country, in the inestimable legacy of advice and instruction, he bequeathed 
to us when he took leave of public employment... He warned us that it would be 
assailed 'by internal and external enemies, constantly and actively, though often 
covertly and insidiously'… 
 

 
 

“Standing upon the rock of the Union, with Washington and Franklin and Hancock and 
Adams and Jefferson and their illustrious associates… It is well for us to dwell… upon all 
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that belongs to that period – to study it… as a living principle of action... We have 
differed... but always in a spirit of submission to the Constitution…   
 
“The eyes of mankind are fixed upon us... watching the great experiment.  Will it 
succeed? … Are we weaker in wisdom and in virtue?  Are we less able to appreciate the 
blessings provided for us… It is not in the order of Providence that blessings should be 
secured or preserved, without exertion and watchfulness… 
 
“Consider what this great inheritance is… It may be… Heaven for our sins may  
withdraw from us protection and support... Armed men will grow up out of this  
peaceful soil… men supplied… with the lust of dominion… striking down her 
constitution, her laws, and her freedom… Let us supplicate the continued protection of 
Heaven... and let our prayer be… God in His mercy forbid that more should be required 
of us. But if the extremity must come… UNION IS OUR COUNTRY.” 
 
 

 

This eulogy by John Sergeant, L.L.D. (Princeton) and prayer by Bishop 
William White, D.D. were published at the request of the Select and 
Common Councils the City of Philadelphia. [Printed by Lydia R. Bailey, No. 26, 
North Fifth Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1833.] 
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The Founders Were Opposed to Democracy 
as a Form of Government. 

 

American society is world famous for being socially inclusive and tolerant of all 

religions. In a social sense, the United States is “democratic” – with equal 

opportunity for all. The average American embraces democratic ideals and has a 

refined sense of fair play. Today, equal opportunity is a nationally-held value. 

However, equal opportunity for all was not always a universally-held value. One 

hundred fifty years ago, our nation fought a bloody civil war to abolish slavery.   

 

        

Abraham Lincoln signed the “Emancipation Proclamation” January 1, 1863. 

 

Although past generations of immigrants have found economic mobility in the 

United States, many have suffered prejudice along the way. It has been a slow 

process to rid the country of bigotry. However, America has achieved equal 

opportunity for citizens faster than any other society in the history of the world.  

 

We Americans are democratic; but is Democracy our form of government?  
 
Nowadays, America’s schools, the media, and political leaders all tell us the 
United States is a “Democracy.” That is new. Our first lawmakers always referred 
to America as a “Republic.” Not one of the Founding Fathers ever designated the 
nation as a “Democracy.” After the Constitution was signed, a woman in the 
crowd asked Benjamin Franklin what type of government had been established.  

 
Franklin said: “My dear lady, we have given to you a Republic— if you 
can keep it.” [From the diary of Signer Dr. James McHenry; quote was cited by Chief 
Justice Warren Burger in the “Presidential Studies Quarterly,” Vol. XXI, #3, p. 457.] 

 
“Democracy” [Greek] and “Republic” [Latin] are not interchangeable words. The 
terms represent two very different forms of government. The political geniuses 
who participated in the U.S. Constitutional Convention were students of ancient 
history and well-acquainted with Latin and Greek. 
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The word Democracy is not found in the Federal Constitution or in any of the 
fifty State Constitutions. By law, the United States has a ‘republican’ form of 
government: “The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a 
Republican Form of Government.” [U.S. Constitution, Article 4, Section 4, Paragraph 1] 

 

  
Original U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice John Jay. 

 

When the Framers of the Constitution specified the states in the United States 
must have a “republican” form of government, they were not referring to a 
political party. They had established a Republic; so the form of the newly created 
government was republican. 

 

Thomas Jefferson and James Madison were “democrats” in a social 

sense. They formed a political party – in the interest of placing a greater 

emphasis on the Bill of Rights and the sovereignty of individual states. 

 

 
 

James Madison [‘Father’ of the U.S. Constitution] and Thomas Jefferson [framer of the 

Declaration of Independence] called their political party “Democratic Republicans.” 

For about fifty years, that was the name of the party Madison and Jefferson had 

formed. Later, the name of the political party was shortened from “Democratic 

Republicans” to “Democratic.” The name was shortened for ease, not because of 

any confusion about the form of government of the United States. 
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“Charles Sumner’s Eulogy of Abraham Lincoln Delivered Before the Municipal 

Authorities of the City of Boston” June 1, 1865: 
 

 
 

“[The Civil War] will have failed unless it performs all the original 
promises of the Declaration which our Fathers took upon their lips when 
they became a nation… By the Constitution it is stipulated that the ‘United 
States shall guarantee to every State a republican form of government;’ 
but the meaning of this guarantee must be found in the Declaration of 
Independence, which is the controlling preamble of the Constitution.  
 
“Beyond all question, the United States, when called to enforce this 
guaranty, must insist on the Equality of all Men before the law, and the 
consent of the governed. Such is the true idea of a Republican government 
according to American institutions.” [Charles Sumner, The Promises of the 
Declaration of Independence, pp. 5-60, Ticknor & Fields, Boston, Mass., 1865.] 
 

The Framers of the Constitution of the United States unanimously considered 

Democracy to be one of the most dangerous of all forms of government. They 

designed a system of checks and balances to prevent the American Republic from 

ever becoming a Democracy. Fisher Ames was a Founding Father and one of the 

authors of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. He warned lawmakers: 

“Liberty has never lasted long in a democracy; nor has it ever ended in 

any thing better than despotism.” [Fisher Ames, Massachusetts Constitutional 

Convention, January 15, 1788, from the Works of Fisher Ames, Boston: Little, Brown 

and Company, p. 349, 1854.] 

 

Leading up to the ratification of the Constitution, the Founders wrote extensively 

about the differences between Republics and Democracies. In their essays in The 

Federalist [1787-1788], they unanimously rejected Democracy as an unstable form 

of government [and a threat to private property rights]. America’s original lawmakers 

said this flawed form of government leads to the tyranny of the majority. 
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“Democracies have ever been spectacles of turbulence and contention; 

have ever been found incompatible with personal security or the rights of 

property; and have in general been as short in their lives as they have 

been violent in their deaths.” [James Madison, The Federalist #10, 1787.] 

 

Democracy means “people rule.” The will of the majority is sovereign. In a 

Democracy, rule is based on the prevailing majority opinion, rather than on 

unchanging principles. People’s rights are granted and limited by the elected 

government. A democratic majority can grant –or vote away– citizens’ rights. 

The minority is not safe in a Democracy because laws are arbitrary.* 

 

We must return to our roots and regain the wisdom of our forefathers. If 

our nation forgets the principles that guided America’s original lawmakers 

to reject Democracy, we will lose the liberties the U.S. Constitution secures.  

 

 

END NOTES 

 
* ARBITRARY: “Not governed by principle, depending on volition; based on one’s 
preference, notion… tyrannical, despotic.” 
 
REPUBLIC: “A nation in which the supreme power rests in the electorate and is 
exercised by representatives responsible to them; the public thing, commonwealth, 
having the nature of a republic, adherence to principles.”  Webster’s New Twentieth Century 
Dictionary, George W. Ogilvie, USA, 1904.  
 
How can we maintain the Republic if most Americans do not know what form of 
government we have? How can we stop unscrupulous men from passing 
unconstitutional laws if we are unaware of the principles that made us free? In 1851, 

Alexis de Tocqueville’s “Democracy in America” was entitled “The Republic of the 
United States of America.” Alexis De Tocqueville, The Republic of the United States of 
America, Henry Reeves, translator (New York: A. S. Barnes & Co., 1851).  
 
 

http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=hvd.32044051720316;view=1up;seq=17
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=hvd.32044051720316;view=1up;seq=17
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Democracy in Revolutionary France 
 
In 1789, a revolution began in France that led to the collapse of the 

nation’s absolute monarchy. The groundwork for the revolution had 

been laid by philosophers [philosophes] who wished to create a completely new 

social order. The reformers sought to establish a “Democracy” based on social 

equality, social justice, and majority-rule. What could have been more reasonable? 

 

  
 

France’s mediæval class-structure and legal system [seigneurial justice] had 
produced mass misery for the million or so people who lived as feudal serfs. It is 
estimated peasants produced 3/4ths of the wealth enjoyed by the nobility and the 
clergy. The aristocracy and Church owned most of the property [the Church owned 

1/5th of the land, 2/3rds in some provinces*]. The royal despots maintained political 
and economic control by constant warfare, bribery, and excessive taxation [the 

feudal rights and privileges of the Church and noble lords included tax-exemption]. 
 

Many reformers believed the Church was the main impediment to enlightenment 
and scientific progress in France. In order to usher in a reign of reason, they 
wanted to liberate the people from the dominion of ‘superstition’ [Encyclopédistes]. 
The most radical Humanists wanted to ‘dethrone the King of Heaven as well as 
the kings on earth’ [détrôner le Roi des Cieux ainsi que les rois de la terre].  

 

 
 

“…Montesquieu …Voltaire …Turgot …Rousseau …Diderot. The one thing common to 
them all is the disregard for liberty.” [Lord Acton on Enlightened Absolutism, 1895.**] 
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The majority of the Humanists rejected the authority of the Ten Commandments; 

their sole criterion for determining truth was human rationality. Jean-Jacques 

Rousseau [Club des Jacobins] was one of the most charismatic of the philosophers.  

 
 

According to Rousseau, the laws of an ideal government should represent the 
‘popular will’ [volonté générale] of the community. Citizens of the society should 
be ‘members of the state’ (integral parts of the social unit), with equal membership 
rights; the government should rule with absolute power for the common good:  
 

“Each of us puts his person and all his power in common under the supreme 
direction of the general will, and, in our corporate capacity, we receive each 
member as an indivisible part of the whole.”  [Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 1762, Social 
Contract and Discourses, p. 14, Dutton, New York, 1950.***] 
 
The State, in relation to its members, is master of all their goods by the social 
contract, which, within the State, is the basis of all rights. [Book 1, Section 9.]   
 
The social compact gives the body politic absolute power over all its members 
also; and it is this power which, under the direction of the general will, bears… 
the name of Sovereignty. [Book 2, Section 4.]  

 
IDEOLOGY OF ROUSSEAU***  
• Members of the collective must lose their ‘natural’ rights to gain ‘civil’ liberties. 
• People can enjoy freedom when society is secure.   
• A society can be secure when the state is sovereign and power is consolidated. 
• Citizens must agree to hand over all private property and rights to the state. 
• If people disobey, they must be forced into the collective. [Book 1, Section 8.] 

 
                               THE WISE FEW SHOULD GOVERN THE MANY.  

Rousseau admired the pure Democracy of ancient Greece. He believed the most 

perfect form of government was a direct Democracy in an assembly of educated 

men. He said the wise few should rule for the common welfare of the many: 

It is the best and most natural arrangement that the wisest should govern the 
many, when it is assured that they will govern for its profit, and not for their 
own….  [Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Book 3, Section 5.]  
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Across the Atlantic Ocean, America’s Founding Fathers shared quite a different 

opinion about Democracy and collective rights. They were in favor of ‘social’ 

democracy, but were opposed to Democracy as a form of government. Alexander 

Hamilton was the main author of The Federalist [1787-1788], the first Secretary of 

the U.S. Treasury, and a student of ancient history. He warned lawmakers:  

“It has been observed that a pure democracy if it were practicable would 

be the most perfect government. Experience had proved that no position is 

more false than this. The ancient democracies in which the people 

themselves deliberated never possessed one good feature of government. 

Their very character was tyranny.” [Alexander Hamilton, Speech to the U.S. 

Constitution Ratifying Convention, New York, June 21, 1788.] 

 

James Madison was the ‘Father’ of the U.S. Constitution, the fourth President, 

and a Greek scholar. His essays in The Federalist warned against the lawlessness 

that proceeds from collective rights (rather than individual rights): 

 

“Democracy is the most vile form of government… Democracies have ever 

been spectacles of turbulence and contention; have ever been found 

incompatible with personal security or the rights of property….” [Madison, 

Federalist #10.] “Had every Athenian citizen been a Socrates, every 

Athenian assembly would still have been a mob.”  [Madison, Federalist #55.] 

 

                                           THE WILL OF THE COLLECTIVE 

The French Revolution began with the slogan liberté, égalité, and fraternité; 

their statement of principles was “The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of 

the Citizen” [Le Declaration des Droits de l’Homme et du Citoyen]. Even today, it is 

heralded as a basic charter of human liberties. However, a civilized society must 

be regulated by a solid code [fixed principles]. In France, legal authority was based 

on the ‘general will.’ Under this arbitrary system of justice, citizens were subject 
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to arbitrary legal restrictions. The French legal system did not protect the rights 

of individuals. The ‘Jean-Jacques evangelists’ replaced the abuses of power by 

the monarchy and aristocracy [seigneury] with the tyranny of majority-rule: 

 
“…individuals with the Gospel of Jean-Jacques Rousseau in their pocket… made 
the constitution… Near twenty-nine months they sat… passed, in these twenty-
nine months twenty-five hundred decrees… three for each day, including 
Sundays! …For some twenty-five months the confusion has lasted. Say three 
months of arguing; then seven of raging; then finally some fifteen months now of 
fighting; and even of hanging.” [Thomas Carlyle, 1857. ****] 

 
                     DEMOCRACIES END IN GOVERNMENT BY COMMITTEE.  
There were years of reforms, with various groups of central planners vying for 
political dominance. As each group battled for supremacy, all attempts to 
reinstate the Republic were suspended and the constitution was permanently 
shelved. Following the “Committee of General Defense” [Comité de défense 

générale], the “Committee of Public Safety” [Comité de salut public] was the de facto 
government of France. Maximilien de Robespierre [a disciple of Rousseau and the 

‘high-priest’ of the Jacobins] led the twelve-man, then nine-man committee. From 
1795 to 1799, a five-man group of ‘directors’ [le Directoire] governed France. 
 

CLUB DES JACOBINS 

 
 

As we shall see, the rule of human reason degenerated into a “Reign of Terror” 

[la Terreur]. Laws became increasingly totalitarian, until all liberties disappeared.  

ALL TRACES OF BIBLICAL INFLUENCE WERE REMOVED FROM FRANCE. 

The state used violent repression to de-Christianize society. Parish clergy were 

required to abjure their vows, swear an oath of allegiance to the government, and 

become civil-servant employees of the state [it is estimated 30,000 abandoned their 

ministries, June 1791]. Christian monuments were destroyed; church lands were 

nationalized; religious names of villages and streets were removed and renamed; 
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religious paintings were defaced; church statuary depicting Christian martyrs 

were replaced with martyrs of the revolution.  

In 1792, a new calendar was mandated [Calendrier révolutionnaire] to change the 

Biblical seven-day week to a ten-day week [“Year one” of their new “Common Era,” l'Ère 

vulgaire, began in September]. Names of the months and days of the week were 

changed to celebrate nature [Saturday “Samedi” is the French version of the Hebrew word 

for Sabbath/rest]. In the new social order, the day of rest became a day of festivity.  

The government enacted “Separation of Church and State” [Séparation de 

l’Eglise et de l’Etat, 1795]: Public and private Christian worship were outlawed; 

Christian education was banned; and churches in Paris were closed. The 

Humanists replaced the Moral Law with their new “Décalogue” carved on 

two tablets of stone [“Décalogue” is the Greek word for The Ten Commandments]: 

 

A cult of reason [Culte de la Raison] was imposed as the state-instituted civil 

religion; three thousand churches were transformed into “Temples of Reason” 

[Temples de la Raison]. The “Goddess of Reason” [Déesse de la Raison] was set up over 

Notre Dame and other cathedrals; a prostitute was selected as the representative 

of the Goddess of Reason [male-female Queen of Heaven]: 
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                     DEMOCRACIES END IN CENTRAL ECONOMIC CONTROL. 

The government regulated and controlled everything, including the creation of a 

national school curriculum. Education was made absolutely uniform in all 

cantons and municipalities. The state fixed wages [limites de salaries, 1794] and 

imposed price controls on all essentials such as bread [General Maximum]. It was a 

citizen’s civic duty to inform on merchants who violated the price controls. 

 

                   PRIVATE PROPERTY BECAME THE PEOPLE’S PROPERTY. 

People suffered terrible deprivation because of government-created food 

shortages. After instituting a military draft, the Committee of Public Safety sent 

the army into the countryside to confiscate property and steal food. Farmers were 

forced to give their grain to the officials of the state. Dissent was a capital crime. 

Peasants and workers were executed for hoarding food or evading the draft.  

 

               ENEMIES OF THE REVOLUTION FORFEITED ‘CIVIL’ RIGHTS. 

The “Decree on Emergency Government” [1793] suspended peacetime rights and 

legal safeguards. The “Law of 22nd Prairial” [loi de la Grande Terreur, 1794] denied 

counsel to people accused of crimes and removed the requirement for witnesses 

to substantiate accusations. The “Decrees of the Sixth Month” [Décrets de Ventôse, 

1794] said enemies of the revolution had forfeited such ‘civil’ rights as the right to 

own property. The decrees authorized the seizure of all property belonging to 

those suspected of working against the state and the redistribution of the private 

property among the poor. Jacobins were sent ‘on mission’ to the provinces to 

implement official policy (to intimidate, arrest, or execute local dissenters). 

   
Club des Jacobins: hand-signal, Phrygian cap. 
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                                        ‘HOMELAND SECURITY’ RUN AMOK 

The “Law of Suspects” [Loi des Suspects, 1793] declared that anyone who had not 

demonstrated commitment to the revolution was suspicious. To achieve political 

goals [Robespierre’s Republic of Virtue], rule by terror became official government 

policy. There were political purges and mass executions of anyone deemed an 

enemy of the people’s revolution. Mobs pillaged private property and beat people 

to death in the streets. Anyone who opposed the government was charged with 

crimes against liberty.   

The apparatus of the state was enforced by the surveillance committees that 

monitored citizens’ activities: the Committee of General Surveillance [Comité de 

Surveillance Générale] and the Committee of General Security [le Comité de sûreté 

Générale, the policing agency responsible for prisons]. Everyone was required to carry an 

identity card. People could not enter Paris or travel freely without a ‘good citizen' 

pass [Le certificat de civisme]. “Papers, please” [notice the all-seeing eye]: 

 

 

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING: There were block watches. 

People had to post the number of legal occupants on their dwellings. The state 

encouraged people to report on their neighbors’ suspicious activities: 

 

“The proof necessary to convict the enemies of the people is every kind of 

evidence, either material or moral or verbal or written… Every citizen has 

the right to seize conspirators and counter-revolutionaries and to arraign 

them before magistrates. He is required to denounce them when he knows 

of them.”  [Law of 22 Prairial, ‘Year II,' June 10, 1794.]  

 
                                                         ARMS CONTROL  
In Paris, hundreds of thousands were detained or imprisoned on charges of 
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treason. The Committee of Public Safety passed a decree [March 1793] ordering 
French rebels captured with arms to be executed without appeal. In April 1795, 
the Committee passed a decree to disarm all people they deemed “terrorists.”  
 

 

On July 26, 1794, Maximilien de Robespierre was one of five men governing 

France [le Directoire]; the next day, by authority of the popular will, Robespierre 

was guillotined. Outside of Paris, 2,500 were guillotined; and within Paris, it is 

estimated that between 25,000 and 40,000 nobles, peasants, priests, nuns, and 

innocents [including chemist LaVoisier] were executed. In the countryside, citizens by 

the thousands were guillotined or killed at gunpoint by the state and its agents.  

 

                                                         HYPER-INFLATION 

France’s omnipotent government was financed by a progressive income tax [1793] 

and massive money-printing. The collapsing currency [the Assignat] was an 

inflation nightmare. Hyperinflation was 143% per month at the peak in 1795! 

[Professors Steve Hanke and Alex Kwok, “On the Measurement of Zimbabwe’s Hyperinflation,” 

Cato Journal, Vol. 29, No. 2, (Spring / Summer 2009), pp. 353, 354, the Cato Institute.] 

The horror of their crumbling society convinced many people in France that they 

were witnessing the Biblical “Apocalypse.” In the United States, John Adams was 
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elected President of the new American Republic [1797] during France’s “Reign of 

Terror.” Adams believed it was the system itself that had produced the bloodbath 

of the French Revolution: 

“Remember, democracy never lasts long. It soon wastes, exhausts and 

murders itself! There never was a democracy that did not commit 

suicide.”  [John Adams, The Works of John Adams, Charles Francis Adams, Editor 

(Boston:  Charles C. Little and James Brown, 1850), Vol. VI, p. 484, to John Taylor on 

April 15, 1814; via Wallbuilders.] 

END NOTES 
 

Democracy is a form of government in which the rights of the individual are 
subordinate to the collective rights of the community [the group]. The majority 
can grant or vote away individual rights [such as private property rights]. 

 
* “The Next American Revolution Won’t Be Like the First,” article by Wendy McElroy, 
the Mises Institute, June 8, 2011. 
 
** John Emerich Edward Dalberg-Acton, “Essays on Freedom and Power,”  Lectures 
delivered at Cambridge University in 1895 and 1899, The Free Press, Glencoe, Ill., p. 
268, Copyright 1948, reprinted in 1949. Lord Acton’s famous maxim: “Power tends to 
corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”  
 
*** The Social Contract and Discourses, by Jean Jacques Rousseau, translated with an 
introduction by G.D.H. Cole, published by E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., New York, N.Y., 
1950. (Jean-Jacques Rousseau: “Du contrat social ou Principes du droit politique” - Of 
the Social Contract or Principles of Political Right, 1762.)  
  
The Federalist Papers - Hamilton, Madison, Jay; a Mentor Book edited by Clinton 
Rossitter, published by the Penguin Group, © 1961, N.A.L. Penguin Inc., New York. 
 
**** Thomas Carlyle, The French Revolution, A. L. Burt Company Publishers, Duane 
St., New York, pp. 6 and 7, 1857, [a two-volume history]. 
 
Editor’s Note: The American Revolution had a completely different outcome than the 
French Revolution because the foundation of the U.S. Republic was laid on unchanging 
principles. (Americans’ unalienable rights are from the Creator, rather than the state.) 
Now that most Americans believe the United States is a Democracy, we are losing our 
liberties. Congress is passing new laws that violate the Constitution and the principles of 
the Republic [the Patriot Act, National Defense Authorization Act, Affordable Care Act, etc.]. 
Today, ‘Public Safety’ committees are springing up all over America: Massachusetts’ 
“Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security” sounds eerily similar to the 
“Committee of Public Safety” that presided over the Reign of Terror in France. 
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Nuremberg: Civil Law vs. Common Law 

 

During Adolf Hitler’s regime [National Socialism, 1933-1945], judges in the NAZI 

courts of justice enforced unjust civil laws and sentenced millions of innocent 

people to death. According to Hitler’s laws, the murders were not “murder.” 

Under “Civil Law,” the judges’ capital crimes were legal. At the ‘Judges Trial’ in 

Nuremberg, the magistrates were found guilty of murder under “Common Law.”  

  
Two legal systems represent competing philosophies: Common Law is based on 

laws that transcend human authority: “murder” is well-defined; the definition 

does not change. Civil Law is an arbitrary* legal system in which there is no 

higher standard for measuring the morality of laws than the standard set by 

government. In Germany, the NAZI state was the sole arbiter of right and wrong: 
 
“We should never forget that everything Adolf Hitler did in Germany was 
‘legal’….” [Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” April 16, 1963, 
African Studies Center, University of Pennsylvania.]  

    

HISTORY OF NUREMBERG MILITARY TRIBUNALS 

After World War II, the Allies moved to prosecute major war criminals. President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed Justice Robert H. Jackson as Chief of Counsel 

[Chief Prosecutor] for the United States. Jackson played a key role in the creation of 

the Military Tribunals held in Nuremberg, Bavaria [1947]. 

 

When Justice Jackson wrote to President Truman about punishing war crimes, 

he referred to the guiding principle of Common Law: “Under God and Law:”** 

“We stand on the principle of responsible 
government declared some three centuries 
ago to King James by Lord Chief Justice 
Coke who proclaimed that even a King is 
still ‘under God and the law.’ We propose to 
punish acts which have been regarded as 
criminal since the time of Cain and have 
been written in every civilized code….” [Letter 
to President Truman from Justice Jackson, Chief of 
Counsel for the U.S. at Nuremberg, June 6, 1945, 
Harry S. Truman Presidential Library.] 
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                      UNDER COMMON LAW, MURDER IS ALWAYS MURDER. 

Justice Robert Jackson adjudicated the Nuremberg trials according to Common 

Law. This legal system is based on the Natural Law philosophy as articulated by 

William Blackstone.*** According to Natural Law, wrong is always wrong; might 

never makes right.  Jackson explained the system of logic to a group of jurists: 

 

   

“…crimes were punished by courts under our Common-Law philosophy 
long before there were legislatures…The Common-Law judge… applies 
what has sometimes been called a ‘Natural Law’ that binds each man to 
refrain from acts so inherently wrong and injurious to others that he 
must know they will be treated as criminal.” [Robert H. Jackson, Associate 
Supreme Court Justice, Nuremberg in Retrospect: Legal Answer to International 
Lawlessness, Address delivered at Canadian Bar Assn. meeting, Banff, Alberta, Canada, 
Sept. 1, 1949; article originally appeared at 35 American Bar Assn. Journal 813, 1949.] 

 

“Civil Law” is an arbitrary legal system [from ancient Rome]. Under this system of 
justice, laws are not based on fixed principles or governed by precedent; new laws 
are created ‘as needed.’ Magistrates are both judge and jury. In NAZI Germany, 
judges pledged their oaths to the Führer, and followed orders. Without a sense of 
moral obligation, they put the interest of the state above the value of human life. 
Hollywood’s fictionalized account of the “Judges Trial” exposes twelve years of 
murders and atrocities carried out perfectly within the law. 
 

 
 

“Judgment at Nuremberg” dramatizes the injustice that proceeds from Civil Law. 

In the film (as in the actual 1947 military tribunal) the judges justified their 

crimes. (They insisted they had taken oaths to obey their government’s laws and 

had been under sworn obedience to the state.) The defense attorneys also argued 
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on the grounds of Civil Law. They said the judges were innocent because they had 

been under sworn allegiance to the Third Reich and had broken no laws.   

 

 

Even though the attorneys proved the judges had not broken any civil laws, the 

Nuremberg court rejected their defense. They were found guilty of breaking a 

higher moral code which rises above the provincial and the transient. The 

judges who had blindly obeyed immoral civil laws were found guilty of murder by 

the objective standard of the Moral Law. Justice Jackson said Germany’s leaders 

had rebelled against “the moral order of the universe:” 
 
“Nowhere is it more clearly demonstrated than in the records of this trial 
the eternal truth that the foundations of a state are not merely physical, 
but are spiritual and moral, and that when its spiritual and moral 
foundations are destroyed, no state can live or ought to live… This trial 
shows… the ruin …upon the German people as a result of the rebellion of 
her leaders against the moral order of the universe.” [Justice Robert H. 
Jackson, speech before the Federal Bar Assn., May 6, 1947, War Crimes File, “Nurnberg” 
trials, Harry S. Truman Presidential Library.] 

 

Common Law has an entirely different approach to justice [than Civil Law]: Legal 

decisions are governed by precedent; two sides present their cases to a neutral 

judge; a jury of peers decides the verdict; laws must to be in harmony with the 

general principles of the Ten Commandments [e.g.: Biblical definition of murder]. 

Common Law judges are obligated to God [not to the state] by sworn legal oaths. 

                                         A HIGHER STANDARD OF JUSTICE 

George Washington was America’s greatest statesman. Twice, his compatriots 

unanimously elected him as the President of the United States. Out of all the 

brilliant Founding Fathers, they chose Washington to preside over the framing of 

the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Does it not follow that we should heed his 

warnings? Washington said anyone who labors to remove the principles of the 

Moral Law [the Ten Commandments] from America’s legal system is not a patriot: 
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“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, 

religion and morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man 

claim the tribute of patriotism who should labor to subvert these great 

pillars… Let it simply be asked, ‘Where is the security for property… for 

life, if the sense of religious obligation desert the oaths, which are the 

instruments of investigation in Courts of Justice?’ …reason and experience 

both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of 

religious principle.” [George Washington, Farewell Address, 1796.]  

Our forefathers believed justice requires a higher standard than mere civil laws. 

They understood there can be no security for life or property without a sense of 

religious obligation in the courts. In their long struggle for independence, they 

knew what was at stake: despotism under tyrants or liberty under God: 

 

“If we will not be governed by God, we must be governed by tyrants.” 

[William Penn, first Governor of Pennsylvania, c. 1682; Independence Hall Association, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; ushistory.org] 

 

END NOTES 
 

* ARBITRARY: “Not governed by principle, depending on volition; based on one’s 
preference, notion… tyrannical, despotic.” [Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary, 
unabridged, George W. Ogilvie, USA, 1904.] 
 
** The Latin phrase “SUB DEO ET LEGE” [Under God and Law] was carved above the 
door at Harvard College, Cambridge. According to British Common Law, everyone is 
under the Moral Law of God [the Ten Commandments].  
 
*** America’s legal system is based on British Common Law. The legal source-book for 
the Framers of the U.S. Constitution was Sir William Blackstone’s Commentaries on the 
Laws of England. The “Natural Law” philosophy of the Founding Fathers was once the 
bedrock of America’s law schools. 
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United Nations Civil Law is Arbitrary. 

United Nations Civil Law is arbitrary. A legal caveat is always included to 
restrict a person’s ‘civil’ rights. Compare the following to our unalienable 
‘natural’ rights that are protected by the U.S. Constitution [the Bill of Rights]: 

 
 

 
 

 

UNITED NATIONS UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS:  
 
“In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject to such 
limitations as are determined by law.” 
 
 

U.N. INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL & POLITICAL RIGHTS: 
 

ARTICLE 9:  
“Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be 
subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty 
except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedures as are 
established by law.” 
 
ARTICLE 18, Clause 3:  
“Freedom to manifest one’s religion or beliefs may be subject only to such 
limitations as are prescribed by law.…” 
 
ARTICLE 19, Clauses 2 and 3:  
“Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression… [however] it may 
therefore be subject to certain restrictions.…” 

ARTICLE 21:  
“The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized.  No restrictions may be 
placed on the exercise of this right other than those imposed in conformity with 
the law.…” 

International Civil Law [administered by agencies of the U.N. via ‘Free Trade’ treaties] is 
now over-ruling the legal systems of Common Law countries [Great Britain, 
India, New Zealand, Canada (not Quebec), Australia, Wales, Hong Kong, and the United States]. 
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“The Advantage of Being Armed” 

 
The United States is the only country in the world that has a Constitution which 
says the right to keep and bear arms is a birthright. Fourth President James 
Madison, the “Father of the U.S. Constitution,” believed Americans have an 
advantage over most people on earth because we are armed.  

Madison said we do not wear “the yoke of tyranny” because of “the 

advantage of being armed, which Americans possess over the people of 

almost every other nation.” [James Madison, The Federalist #46, 1788.] 

 

                                            THROWING ROCKS AT TANKS 

  

Indeed, the majority of the people in the world do not have the advantage of 

being armed. Most people on earth live under varying degrees of despotism. We 

have all seen freedom fighters throwing rocks at the advancing tanks of 

oppressive governments in Hungary, Egypt, Iran, China, etc.  

 

           

Totalitarian states and would-be dictators always disarm the people. Then the 3% 

can rule the 97%. An unarmed populace cannot overcome a standing army. 

America’s original lawmakers believed the “the best possible security” for 
the liberties of the people “is a large body of citizens” who are well-trained 
in “the use of arms, who stand ready to defend their own rights and those 
of their fellow-citizens.” [Founder Alexander Hamilton, The Federalist #29, 1787.]  
 

In 1791, the Bill of Rights was added to the U.S. Constitution to prevent the 
government from ever usurping powers not granted to the state by the 
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Constitution. The Second Amendment of the Bill of Rights says the government 
may not restrict an individual’s ‘natural’ right to keep and bear arms:  

 

“A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, 

the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”  

 
The Framers of the U.S. Constitution were well-acquainted with despotism. The 
United States declared independence from England and fought the Revolutionary 
War to get out from under the yoke of British tyranny. King George III’s standing 
armies had harassed and terrorized the American Colonies [from 1765]. For nine 
years, Boston had been under Martial Law. The Founders wrote the following: 

 
“The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of… an 
absolute Tyranny over these States. He has…sent…Officers…in times of 
peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures. He has 
affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil 
power….” [Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776.]   

                                
“… when a long train of abuses and usurpations… evinces a design to 

reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to 

throw off such Government…” [Declaration of Independence, 1776.] 

 
In 1776, the Congress of the United States instituted a new government with an 
entirely different legal philosophy. The principles of Natural Law replaced 
arbitrary government based on ‘the divine rights of kings.’ According to the 
Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights, each one is born with rights 
that are a gift from God. The government may not put a ‘lien’ on our unalienable 
rights [take away or limit] because the state never gave them to us in the first place.  
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In the Constitution’s Bill of Rights, the “right to keep and bear arms” was listed 
second only to religion and free speech in case Americans ever needed to throw 
off a government that had usurped unlawful war powers [Martial Law authority]. 
 

 

Martial Law is unconstitutional. Is history repeating?  The image above is 
of Federal soldiers going door-to-door in Boston. 
 

The following videos show door-to-door gun confiscation in New Orleans: 
http://www.wnd.com/2013/02/see-police-confiscate-guns-from-americans/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLm5kkBgKSM 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kf8trl69kzo 
 
 
 

JAMES MADISON ON PERPETUAL WAR: “Of all the enemies to public 
liberty war is, perhaps, the most to be dreaded, because… armies, and 
debts, and taxes are the known instruments for bringing the many under 
the domination of the few… No nation could preserve its freedom in the 
midst of continual warfare.” [James Madison, Letters and Other Writings of 
James Madison, (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1865), Vol. IV, p. 491, “Political 
Observations,” April 20, 1795.] 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wnd.com/2013/02/see-police-confiscate-guns-from-americans/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLm5kkBgKSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kf8trl69kzo


Things You Probably Didn’t Learn in School about History & Law  © June 2017 by Denise Rhyne 

Website:  http://www.YouShouldBuyGold.com/ Contact: deniserhyne2013@gmail.com                        77 
 

“Separation of Church and State” 

Major General John Hancock was the President of the Second Continental 
Congress and was the first Signer of the Declaration of Independence. A year 
after the American Revolution ended [Treaty of Paris signed Sept. 3, 1783], the nine-
time Governor of Massachusetts delivered a Proclamation for a Day of 
Thanksgiving [Oct. 18, 1784]. Hancock said it was the duty of all Americans to 
acknowledge God’s preserving providence and give thanks in a religious manner:  

 
“It being our indispensable duty as a people, in a public and religious manner, to 
acknowledge the preserving and Governing Providence of Almighty God… and to 
unite with grateful hearts in celebrating the Praises of Almighty God, of His great 
goodness… and above all for continuing to us the light of the blessed Gospel… 
that all nations may bow to the scepter of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ….” 
John Hancock.  http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?cat=TP.  

 

In recent years, the Supreme Court has ruled that public Christian expression 
similar to this 1784 Proclamation is forbidden in public venues. According to past 
court rulings, Hancock’s Thanksgiving Proclamation violates the “establishment 
clause” in the First Amendment of the Bill of Rights. Is it possible Hancock did 
not understand the principles of the First Amendment? John Hancock was the 
one who proposed the addition of the Bill of Rights to the Constitution in 1788 
[breaking the deadlock to ratify the Federal Constitution].   

 

 

 
Famous mural of Governor John Hancock [President of the Massachusetts Ratification 

Convention] proposing the addition of the “Bill of Rights” to the Constitution in 1788. 

                                       SEPARATION of CHURCH and STATE 

For the last fifty years, “separation of church and state” has been repeated so 
often, people now believe it is a basic legal tenet of American government. The 

phrase is not in the Constitution or any part of U.S. law. Thomas Jefferson did 

http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?cat=TP


Things You Probably Didn’t Learn in School about History & Law  © June 2017 by Denise Rhyne 

Website:  http://www.YouShouldBuyGold.com/ Contact: deniserhyne2013@gmail.com                        78 
 

not write the First Amendment or participate when the Bill of Rights was added 

to the Constitution. But about ten years after the addition of the amendments, 

Jefferson wrote the words “wall of separation between church and state” in a 

letter to simply assure a group of Christians that the federal government could 

not legally establish a particular denomination as the “official State Church.”* 

In no way did Thomas Jefferson want to remove Christianity from the 

public sphere. Quite the opposite; Jefferson was President of the Senate 

when both Houses of Congress approved the U.S. Capitol to be used as a 

church building with regular services [Dec. 4, 1800, U.S. Capitol Church].  

 

                         MADISON WROTE THE ESTABLISHMENT CLAUSE. 

Consider that James Madison wrote the “establishment clause” in the First 

Amendment. Yet, Presidents Madison and Jefferson regularly attended church 

services held at the Capitol. For almost 100 years, the U.S. Capitol building was 

used as a church. Ministers came to preach from various church denominations. 

 

 

Every week, 2,000 people attended the Capitol church. Over-flow crowds 

attended worship services in the Senate chamber and in the Supreme Court 

chamber. President Thomas Jefferson explained to Rev. Ethan Allen the reason 

he never missed a church service [recorded in the history of Washington Parish]: 
 
“Sir, no nation has ever existed or been governed without religion. Nor can be. 
The Christian religion is the best religion that has been given to man, and I, as 
Chief Magistrate of this nation, am bound to give it the sanction of my example.” 
Thomas Jefferson, from “Washington Parish, Washington City,” by Reverend Ethan 
Allen; Library of Congress: “Ethan Allen Papers 1856-1874.” Historian James H. Hutson 
quoted directly from Allen’s hand-written manuscript now held at the Library of 
Congress, Religion and the Founding of the American Republic, p. 96, [Washington, 
D.C.: Library of Congress, 96, 1998]. 

 
ORIGINAL INTENT of the FIRST AMENDMENT 

The restrictive clauses in the Bill of Rights were added to the Constitution to 

prevent the government from abusing its power. The First Amendment was 

http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=90
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designed to prevent the very ‘misconstruction’ perpetrated by activist Supreme 

Courts over the last fifty years. According to the Bill of Rights, the rights of the 

individual are not “lienable;” the government may not place liens on un-alienable 

rights. That is why the amendment says “NO law” may affect religion. 

 

The First Amendment forbids the government from prohibiting, limiting, or 

interfering with public religious expression: 

Amendment 1: “Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” 

 

The “establishment clause” of Amendment One was designed to prevent a 

government-favored religious denomination from being established as an official 

arm of the state [such as the Church of England].* The First Amendment protects 

different religious denominations from the government.  

 
Over the last fifty years, the Supreme Court has violated the First Amendment to 

the Constitution. According to historical evidence, Thomas Jefferson and James 

Madison would be horrified by recent Supreme Court rulings that limit Christian 

expression in schools and other public venues [prohibiting military chaplains from 

praying in the name of Christ; prohibiting or restricting activities such as Bible reading, praying, 

and singing Christian songs in public venues; and preventing public schools and courthouses 

from displaying the Ten Commandments]. The Founding Fathers gave NO power to the 

federal government over the subject of religion.** 

END NOTES  

 
* OFFICIAL STATE RELIGIONS – OFFICIAL STATE CHURCHES: In the following 
countries, Church is an official arm of the State: Saudi Arabia, Ireland, Malta, Argentina, 
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Egypt, England, Saudi Arabia, Scotland, Norway, Denmark, Greece, Albania, Bolivia, El 
Salvador, Costa Rica, Afghanistan, Pakistan, United Arab Emirates, Iran, and others. 
 
NAZI GERMANY. In Hitler’s Germany, the ‘official state church’ claimed exclusive 
control over all German churches. The single doctrine of the National Reich Church 
[Reichskirche] conformed to National Socialism [NAZI]. The ‘official state religion’ 
demanded the cessation of publishing and dissemination of the Bible. In all German 
churches, the Bible was replaced with Adolf Hitler’s book “Mein Kampf.” 
 
FRENCH REVOLUTION. During the French Revolution, the government passed a law 
for the “Separation of Church and State” [Séparation de l’Eglise et de l’Etat, 1795]. France 
was de-christianized according to law. All Biblical influence was forcibly removed from 
society. A ‘Cult of Reason’ [Culte de la Raison] was imposed as the state-instituted civil 
religion [3,000 churches were transformed into Temples of Reason to worship their goddess]. 
 
SOVIET UNION and CHINA. In the twentieth century, the ‘official state religion’ 
established in both China and the Soviet Union was “Atheism.” In the Soviet Union and 
China, the Bible was banned, and both societies were legally and brutally de-Judaized 
and de-Christianized. 
 
EUROPE. For more than a thousand years in Europe, Scripture was unavailable for the 
common people [they were not allowed to read the Bible in their native tongues]. Many 
religious scholars who translated the Bible were burned at the stake. Until the end of the 
nineteenth century, there were restrictions and even death penalties in some countries 
[Italy] for translating the Bible into ‘vulgar tongues’ [modern vernacular Scriptures]. 
 
** ESTABLISHMENT. Joseph Story was the founder of Harvard Law School and 
appointed to the Supreme Court by James Madison. Story said the power over the 
subject of religion was left exclusively to state governments and state constitutions 
[according to their own sense of justice]:  
 

“It was impossible, that there should not arise perpetual strife… if the national 
government were left free to create a religious establishment. The only security 
was in extirpating the power. But this alone would have been an imperfect 
security, if it had not been followed up by a declaration of the right of the free 
exercise of religion...  
 
“Thus, the whole power over the subject of religion is left exclusively to the state 
governments, to be acted upon according to their own sense of justice, and the 
state constitutions; and the Catholic and the Protestant, the Calvinist and the 
Arminian, the Jew and the Infidel, may sit down at the common table of the 
national councils, without any inquisition into their faith, or mode of worship.” 
[Justice Joseph Story, Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States, 3 vols., Boston, 
1833; via The Founders’ Constitution, Vol. 5, Amendment I, Document 69, University of Chicago 
press; http://presspubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/amendI_religions69.html]. 

 

http://presspubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/amendI_religions69.html
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